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Minutes of a Meeting of the Bishopstoke Parish Council 

held in the Parish Office, Riverside, Bishopstoke 

commencing at 7.30pm on 28 May 2019 
 

Present:  Councillor Peter Brown 

  Councillor Andrew Daly 

  Councillor Anne Dean   

  Councillor Johanna Francis 

  Councillor Chris Greenwood (until para. 20) 

  Councillor Geoff Harris 

  Councillor Trevor Mignot 

  Councillor Louise Parker-Jones 

  Councillor Mike Thornton 

  Councillor Gin Tidridge 

  Councillor Sue Toher 

  Councillor Anne Winstanley 

 

In Attendance:  Mr David Wheal (Clerk to Bishopstoke Parish Council) 

    Cllr Ray Dean (Eastleigh Borough Council) 

      

Public Session 0 members of the public were present. 

 

FULL_1920_M02/ 

 

Public Session 

 

Cllr Toher stepped aside from Chairing the meeting and Cllr Dean as Vice Chair presided over the next 

agenda item. 
 

17 Election of Chair 

 

 17.1 Cllr Parker-Jones nominated Cllr Toher to be Chair of Bishopstoke Parish Council for the year 

2019-20. This nomination was seconded by Cllr Harris.  

 

 17.2 There being no further nominations a vote was taken on Cllr Toher’s nomination for Chair. 

 

 17.3 Proposed Cllr Parker-Jones, Seconded Cllr Harris, RESOLVED that Cllr Toher be elected 

Chair of Bishopstoke Parish Council for the year 2019-20. 

 

Cllr Dean stepped down and Cllr Toher presided over the remainder of the meeting. 

 

18 Election of Vice Chair 

 

 18.1 Cllr Brown nominated Cllr Harris to be Vice Chair of Bishopstoke Parish Council for the year 

2019-20. This nomination was seconded by Cllr Mignot. 

 

 18.2 There being no further nominations a vote was taken on Cllr Harris’s nomination for Vice 

Chair. 
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 18.3 Proposed Cllr Brown, Seconded Cllr Mignot, RESOLVED that Cllr Harris be elected Vice 

Chair of Bishopstoke Parish Council for the year 2019-20. 

 

19 Apologies for Absence 

 

 19.1 Apologies had been received and were accepted from Cllrs Moore and Roling.  

 

Cllr Greenwood left the meeting at this point. 

 

20 Councillors’ Questions 

 

 20.1 Cllr Harris asked whether there had been any progress on Brookfield, and whether there was a 

date for talking over the Memorial Hall. The Clerk informed the Council that Brookfield remained 

with the Borough Council and would do so until such time as the legal issue is sorted out. In the 

meantime, the Parish Council will continue to maintain the open space as it precepts for that. The 

Clerk also reported that the Council has been assured by the Borough that should the Borough 

eventually retain Brookfield then the Parish Council contractors would continue to be used to maintain 

the open space for the duration of their contract. Cllr Toher reported that the next step is for the 

Treasurer of the Memorial Hall to apply to the Charity Commission to alter the Charity documents to 

show the Parish Council as trustee. It is believed that this is the final step before takeover.  

 

 20.2 Cllr Tidridge asked if there was a handover date for the allotments at The Chase, and whether 

the Borough Council had responded following Cllr Toher attending the Local Area Committee 

meeting to express the Parish’s displeasure at the various planning applications that have not come to 

the Parish when they should. The Clerk advised that site visits had shown that the allotments were not 

in a fit state yet and so the Borough would not be permitting the 12-month maintenance period to start. 

The Clerk noted that the response from the Borough to the LAC meeting had been to check the clerk’s 

email address was correct. 

 

21 To adopt and sign Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 23 April 2019 

 

 21.1 The minutes of the above meeting had been circulated prior to this meeting.  

 

 21.2 Proposed Cllr Harris, Seconded Cllr Thornton, RESOLVED unanimously that the minutes of 

the Parish Council meeting held on 23 April 2019 be adopted as a true record. 

 

22 To consider Matters Arising from the above Minutes  

 

 22.1 The Clerk reported that all actions from the previous minutes have been completed. 

 

23 Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations 

 

 23.1 No declarations or requests made. 

 

24 Report on Planning Committee Meeting of 23 April 2019 – to note Resolutions and to determine 

Recommendations 

 

 24.1 The Planning Committee Minutes from 23 April 2019 had been circulated prior to this meeting. 

 

 24.2 Proposed Cllr Brown, Seconded Cllr Toher, RESOLVED unanimously to note the resolutions 

of the Planning Committee meetings held on 23 April 2019. 

25 Report on Finance and General Purposes Committee Meeting of 14 May 2019 – to note 

Resolutions and to determine Recommendations 
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 25.1 The Finance and General Purposes Committee Minutes from 14 May 2019 had been circulated 

prior to this meeting. 

 

 25.2 Proposed Cllr Harris, Seconded Cllr Mignot, RESOLVED unanimously that the resolutions of 

the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 14 May 2019 be noted. 

 

 25.3 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Harris, RESOLVED unanimously that the Council 

grant £200 to Victim Support. 

 

 25.4  Proposed Cllr Thornton, Seconded Cllr Winstanley, RESOLVED unanimously that the Council 

grant £750 to Challengers 

 

 25.5 Proposed Cllr Brown, Seconded Cllr Dean, RESOLVED unanimously that all Working Groups 

should report to Full Council. 

 

 25.6 The Clerk noted that the remaining two recommendations from the Finance & General Purposes 

Committee appeared as separate items later on this agenda. 

 

26 To receive the RFO’s Report and approve the April 2019 Statement of Accounts 

 

 26.1 The Clerk informed the Council that the facility to submit VAT online has now been 

restored and Q1, 2 and 3 for 2018-19 have now been completed. Q4 is expected to be 

completed in the next few weeks. The 1st half of the precept has now been paid, as has the 

reduced Council Tax Support Grant. 
 

 26.2 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Parker-Jones, RESOLVED unanimously to receive the 

RFO’s report and approve the April 2019 Statement of Accounts. 

 

27 Appointments to Committees 

 

 27.1 Appointments to the Finance & General Purposes Committee were confirmed as Cllrs Dean, 

Harris, Parker-Jones, Thornton, Tidridge, Toher and Winstanley. 

 

 27.2 Appointments to the Planning Committee were confirmed as Cllrs Brown, Dean, Francis, 

Greenwood and Toher. 

 

 27.3 No Councillor volunteered for the Policy and Procedures Committee. 

 

 27.4 Appointments to the Buildings Committee were confirmed as Cllrs Dean, Greenwood, Harris, 

Toher and Winstanley. 

 

28 Appointments to Working Groups 

 

 28.1 No further volunteers for Carnival came forward. Cllrs Brown, Harris and Winstanley 

confirmed they were happy to continue serving on the Working Group. 

 

 28.2 Appointments to the Cemeteries Working Group were confirmed as Cllrs Brown, Dean, Parker-

Jones and Toher. 

 

 28.3 Appointments to the Communications & Engagement Working Group were confirmed as Cllrs 

Francis and Winstanley. 
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 28.4 Appointments to the Travel Tokens Working Group were confirmed as Cllrs Dean, Parker-

Jones, Thornton and Toher. The Clerk was requested to contact Cllr Moore to see if he wished to 

continue serving on the Working Group. 

Action: Clerk 

 

 28.5 Appointments to the Standing Orders Working Group were confirmed as Cllrs Greenwood, 

Parker-Jones, Thornton and Winstanley. 

 

 28.6 The Human Resources Working Group was confirmed as consisting of the Chair, Vice Chair 

and the Chairs of the Committees. 

 

29 Appointments to External Bodies 

 

 29.1 Cllrs Dean, Harris, Tidridge and Toher were confirmed as being appointed to the 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. It was noted that this group is open to all residents and any Cllr 

can go along to any of the meetings. 

 

 29.2 The Chair and Vice Chair were confirmed as representatives for the Borough Council / Parish 

Council Liaison meetings. 

 

 29.3 Further appointments were made as follows: 

 

  Road Safety and Transport   Cllr Thornton 

 

  Eastleigh and District Association of Cllrs Toher and Winstanley 

  Local Councils 

 

  Bishopstoke Memorial Hall   Cllr Dean 

 

  Bishopstoke Community Centre  Cllr Thornton 

  

  Airport Consultative Committee  Cllr Harris and Cllr Moore or Winstanley 

The Clerk was requested to contact Cllr Moore to see if he wished to continue as Parish representative to the 

ACC. If he did not, Cllr Winstanley offered to step in. 

 

  Parochial Charities    Cllr Winstanley 

 

  CPRE      Cllrs Dean and Tidridge 

 

  Public Art (Cemetery)   Lead Member of the Cemeteries Working Group 

 

Action: Clerk 

 

30 To adopt the Annual Governance Statement for the year ending 31 March 2019 

 

 30.1 The Clerk informed the Council that the RFO, Clerk, Internal Auditor and Finance & General 

Purposes Committee all recommended that the Council complete the Annual Governance Statement as 

shown in the supporting papers. 

 

 30.2 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Harris, RESOLVED unanimously to complete and adopt 

the Annual Governance Statement for the year ending 31 March 2019. 

 

 

31 To approve the Accounting Statements for the year ending 31 March 2019 
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 31.1 The figures for the Accounting Statements had been circulated with the supporting papers for 

this meeting. 

 

 31.2 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Winstanley, RESOLVED unanimously to approve the 

Accounting Statements for the year ending 31 March 2019. 

 

32 To approve the response to the Internal Auditor’s report 

 

 32.1 The Clerk detailed the recommendations from the Internal Auditor’s report, which had been 

circulated with the supporting papers. 

 

 32.2 Cllr Parker-Jones indicated that she believed there is no valid reason to ask Councillors to 

submit written reports in advance of meetings. The Cllr requested the Clerk ask the Internal Auditor to 

provide clarification of why this is needed and evidence of other Council’s that follow this procedure. 

Cllr Parker-Jones also stated that the reason for having admin support and secretarial support at 

meetings is to take notes. 

Action: Clerk 

 

 32.3 Following discussion, Council agreed to not accept the recommendation of the Internal Auditor 

that all reports not requiring the Council to make a decision be submitted in writing for distribution 

with the supporting papers. Instead, Council agreed the reports would continue to be transcribed at 

meetings but would be attached to the minutes as an appendix, not included directly in the minutes. 

 

 32.4 The Clerk was asked whether there were any potential issues arising from the Council not 

following the recommendations of the Internal Auditor. The Clerk informed the Council that the 

report, and the Council’s response to it, form part of the paperwork required to be submitted to the 

external auditor. The Clerk believed that Councils are usually expected to follow the recommendations 

of their auditor so it is possible the external auditor would not consider the Council’s response 

appropriate. However, the Clerk noted that this recommendation related not to the financial running of 

the Council but to best practice in meetings and so it may not be noted as a problem. 

 

 32.5 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Winstanley RESOLVED unanimously that the response to 

the Internal Auditor’s report, as amended in 32.3, be approved. 

 

33 To receive reports from County, Borough and Parish Councillors on matters of interest 

  

 33.1 Cllr Dean reported that she had attended a recent Memorial Hall meeting as well as the CPRE 

AGM which had featured an interesting talk. The Cllr had also attended a Neighbourhood Plan 

meeting with the consultants, Plan-et, and Richard Eastham of Feria Urbanism, who are consulting on 

behalf of the Borough with regard to the Masterplan for the Strategic Growth Option north of 

Bishopstoke. 

 

 33.2 Cllr Parker-Jones reported on the recent re-election of Cllr Ray Dean as Borough Councillor of 

Bishopstoke. The Cllr had attended various events including Mayor Making; a meeting between the 

Borough, the Parish and Kendall Kingscott regarding the Memorial Hall; the Borough Council AGM; 

a Local Area Committee meeting at which all proposed Traffic Regulation Orders had been approved 

with the exception of the junction between Stoke Park and Sedgwick; planning training; a TRO 

inspection of Underwood Road; and a site visit to The Chase. Cllr Parker-Jones stated that the 

Cemetery extension is ready to begin the inspection period despite the footpath needing rolling as that 

is the responsibility of Hampshire County Council, not the Borough or Parish. The Cllr informed the 

Council that the new Chair and Vice Chair of the LAC are Cllrs Couldrey and Rushton respectively. 

The Cllr also noted that she had, with Cllr Dean, performed a number of Travel Token visits recently. 
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 33.3 Cllr Daly reported that the newly tarmacked area by the gate to Sayers Road play area has already 

been vandalised.  The Cllr also asked whether there could be a “Hail and Ride” scheme as operates in 

Richmond. Cllr Thornton advised this was likely to be up to the bus companies in the area but that he 

would contact Rob Humby to make enquiries. 

Action: Cllr Thornton 

 

 33.4 Cllr Thornton reported that he had recently attended a Hampshire County Council meeting as 

well as a meeting of the Health & Adult Social Care committee. 

 

 33.5 Cllr Tidridge reported that the recent LAC meeting had agreed to set aside funds for low level 

lighting on the foot and cycle path by Alan Drayton Way. The new list for Speed Limit reminder 

locations is being prepared so if any Cllr had any recommended locations please pass them to one of 

the Borough Councillors. 

 

 33.6 Cllr Brown reported that the Cemetery Working Group had met to discuss the route for a water 

supply to the new cemetery. The Parish responsibilities regarding closed churchyards were also 

discussed and the Cllr noted that the necessary repairs to the churchyard wall would be expensive. 

 

 33.7 Cllr Harris reported that he had taken a Planning training course as a refresher. Those attending 

had been brought up to date and there had been an explanation of permitted development. The Cllr had 

also accompanied Assistant Clerk Thorogood on site visits in his capacity as tree warden.  

 

 33.8 Cllr Toher reported attending the Parish meeting with Richard Eastham of Feria Urbanism 

which had seen an open and frank discussion and had been worthwhile. The Cllr had also attended 

meetings including the Memorial Hall Committee; the Borough / Parish / Kendall Kingscott meeting; 

the recent Neighbourhood Plan meeting, the Cemetery Working Group meeting, the site meeting at 

The Chase and a Travel Token visit. The Memorial Hall project will soon be undertaking a public 

consultation to determine which of the various potential plans for the future are preferred by residents 

of Bishopstoke. The Neighbourhood Plan meeting had gone well and there is now a position statement 

and a skeleton draft plan. The evidence gathering phase has now begun and there will be a meeting to 

review this on June 20th. Cllr Toher had also attended the recent LAC meeting on behalf of the Parish 

to note the Council’s displeasure with regard to missing planning applications that should come before 

it for discussion. A response had been promised at that meeting but as yet nothing substantive has 

happened. 

 

34 To receive the Clerk’s Monthly Report 

 

 34.1 The Clerk reported that, in addition to meetings already mentioned by Cllrs, he had attended a 

site visit to Nine Acres. The developer there states that they are close to being finished. The work 

remaining is the play area and the allotment / orchard site, which are the two areas of main interest for 

the Parish. 

 

 34.2 The Clerk noted that the temporary extension of permitted development in regards to planning 

applications has now been made permanent, which will have an impact on what comes to the Planning 

committee. The Clerk also noted that the work to St Marys churchyard wall has been anticipated and 

there is a substantial sum in the budget for this. The Clerk informed the Council that the office would 

be closed the following morning. 

 

 34.3 The Clerk noted that there had recently been a break in at the Memorial Hall. This was being 

dealt with by the police and so nothing further would be said except that it appeared there had been 

minimal damage. Glebe Meadow continues to be a problem, with increasing amounts of litter being 

abandoned and damage being done. As a result of this, the Chair has asked the Clerk to add the 

removal of the seating and shelter at the skate park to the next Finance & General Purposes agenda. 
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 34.4 The Clerk reminded Cllrs that the Parish Assembly is taking place on Friday 31st May at 7:30pm 

in the Bishopstoke Community Centre, with refreshments available afterwards. The Clerk reported 

that he had been asked, in light of recent changes to legislation no longer requiring candidates to have 

their address on ballot papers, whether it was necessary to include addresses on the pack given to 

Parish Assembly attendees. The Clerk noted that the Borough Council still publishes the addresses of 

its Councillors but that he would be happy to go along with the Council’s wishes whatever they be. All 

Councillors present indicated they were happy for their addresses to be published. 

 

 34.5 The Clerk informed the Council that he had been invited to be a guest speaker at the next 

conference of the Society of Local Council Clerks on the subject of travel tokens. 

 

 34.6 Finally the Clerk reported receiving an email from a local resident regarding the possibility of 

encouraging local children and community groups to plant wildflowers where possible to encourage 

pollenating insects to flourish. The Clerk offered to work with the resident to bring forward a proposal 

for the Council to consider and the Council accepted. 

 

35 To consider content for the May 2019 Press Release 

 

 35.1 It was agreed that the press release would include the election of the Chair and Vice Chair, the 

grants to Victim Support and Challengers, the completed audit return, the consultation on the future of 

the Memorial Hall and news on the Carnival. 

Action: Clerk 

 

36 Date, time, place and agenda items for next meeting 

 

 16.1 The next meeting will be on Tuesday 25 June 2019, at 7:30pm in the Parish Office. 

 

 16.2 Agenda items for the meeting to the Clerk by Monday 17 June 2019 please. 

 

 

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 8.50pm 


