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Minutes of a Meeting of the Bishopstoke Parish Council 

held at Bishopstoke Methodist Church 

commencing at 7.30pm on 9 November 2021 
 

Present:  Councillor Ray Dean (Chair) 

  Councillor Dave Francis (Vice Chair) 

  Councillor Ralph Candy 

  Councillor Andrew Daly 

  Councillor Anne Dean 

  Councillor Sue Lynch 

  Councillor Martin Lyon 

  Councillor Chris McKeone 

  Councillor Dermot McKeone 

  Councillor Louise Parker-Jones 

  Councillor Mike Thornton 

  Councillor Gin Tidridge 

  Councillor Anne Winstanley 

   

In Attendance:  Mr David Wheal (Clerk to Bishopstoke Parish Council) 

      

Public Session 1 member of the public was present. 

 

FULL_2122_M07/ 

 

Public Session 

 

 A resident had come to raise various concerns with the Council. Chiefly the resident was concerned 

about the amount of litter being dropped and left around the village. A request was made for more bins 

and for awareness signs such as “please take your litter home”. 

 

 The resident also wanted to know if children at school were being educated about the problems that 

litter can cause and wondered if outside people could be brought in to give talks at the various schools 

in the area. 

 

 The wildlife on Bishy Beach are potentially suffering as a result. Litter bins are often overflowing and 

the rubbish then spreads across the beach. Wildlife could be poisoned or choked. Dogs are also being 

allowed to run freely in the river and have been seen attacking the swan, which is now injured and will 

not be coming back to Bishopstoke. 

 

 The resident had read about tree planting up near the Cemetery and fully supported this, but also 

wanted to know whether there could be more planting in other areas of Bishopstoke. 

 

 Councillor Dean thanked the resident for coming to raise her concerns and opened a discussion for 

Councillors by offering for the Council to write to the local schools to ask what education they provide 

around litter and wildlife. Cllr Tidridge mentioned the Keep Britain Tidy “Keep It, Bin It” scheme and 

offered to forward details to the Clerk. 

Action: Cllr Tidridge 
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 A number of Councillors mentioned the litter picking groups that had been operating before lockdown 

and would support them coming back. All Councillors recognised the importance of litter with regard 

to the environment. Cllr Parker-Jones noted that bins are being upgraded and added, but that it is a 

slow process. 

 

 The resident thanked the Council for their attention. 

 

The resident left the meeting at this point. 

 

77 Apologies for Absence 

 

77.1 Apologies had been received and were accepted from Cllrs Hillier-Wheal and Moore.  

 

78 To adopt and sign Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 14 September 2021 

 

 78.1 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Francis, RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting 

held on 14 September be adopted. 

 

79 Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations 

 

 79.1  There were no declarations or requests made. 

 

80 Reports from Committees, Working Groups, Officers and Councillors 

 

 80.1  Reports from Committees, Working Groups and Officers had been included in the document 

pack for the meeting. The report from the Communications Working Group was provided to all Cllrs 

at the meeting and will be included in the minutes. 

 

 80.2 Cllr Tidridge reported that a briefing had been held on the work of the Glebe Meadow Working 

Group and that the slides from that briefing had been sent to all Cllrs. Cllr Parker-Jones reported that a 

recent Hampshire County Council meeting had identified an £80 million shortfall in finances. The 

County budget will be agreed in February. Cllr Parker-Jones also informed the Council of County 

plans for a new reclamation facility on Chickenhall Lane. This was concerning as there would be an 

increased number of large lorries driving through Bishopstoke causing traffic problems. Cllr Lyon had 

attended the One Horton Heath meeting at Kings Community Church and welcomed the withdrawal of 

the plans for the road alterations at Blackberry Drive, but noted that they may resurface at some point 

in the future. Cllr Lyon had also had a useful meeting with local police regarding speeding between 

the lights at the Clock Inn and the Doctor’s Surgery. Cllr R Dean offered to request the LAC include 

that location as one for the speed monitoring devices. Cllr Winstanley thanked the Clerk for his help 

regarding Twynams search for trustees – interviews are taking place soon. Cllrs Winstanley and R 

Dean had both attended the Hampshire Association of Local Councils AGM where there were 

interesting discussions on 20mph speed limits in built up areas and giving local authorities the 

opportunity to hold remote or hybrid meetings if they wished to do so. 

 

 80.3 The Council agreed to note the reports from and resolutions of the Finance Committee, the 

Assets Committee, the Human Resources Committee and the Planning Committee. 

 

 80.4 Proposed Cllr Tidridge, Seconded Cllr Winstanley, RESOLVED unanimously that the Council 

install, subject to a public consultation, a timber trail at Otter Close play area to be funded as far as 

possible by developer contributions and that the decision on the location of the War Memorial be 

delegated to the Glebe Meadow working group, with the Borough Council contacted regarding the 

possibility of public art funding for a new Memorial. 
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 80.5 Proposed Cllr R Dean, Seconded Cllr Francis, RESOLVED unanimously that the Council 

approve the Terms of Reference for the Human Resources Committee. 

 

 80.6 In addition to the report that had been circulated, the Clerk noted the recent entry onto the open 

space at Blackberry Drive by a group of caravans. The Clerk informed the Council that the police had 

dealt with things calmly and swiftly, and that things had been resolved to everyone’s satisfaction. Cllr 

Thornton offered a vote of thanks to the Clerk for the way in which this had been dealt with. The 

Council noted the Clerk’s report. 

 

81 To discuss the budget for 2022-23 

 

 81.1  Documents outlining some of the potential increased costs facing the Council, and the resulting 

impact on finances, had been included with the supporting papers for the meeting. The Clerk invited 

Cllrs to contact him if they had any further ideas for potential projects. The Council noted the report. 

 

82 To set the Burial Board fees for 2022-23 

 

 82.1  Proposed Cllr Tidridge, Seconded Cllr Winstanley, RESOLVED unanimously to maintain all 

burial board fees at their current rate for the coming year, with the exception of the Transfer of Burial 

Grant which will increase from £30 to £35 from 1st April 2022. 

 

83 To discuss the creation of an award recognising outstanding contributions to the Parish 

 

 83.1  Cllr Moore had indicated that he was happy for the Council to proceed with discussing this item 

without him. After discussion, the Council agreed that the idea was sound in principle, that the draft 

policy is a good place to start, but that amendments need to be made to cover what the award can be 

given for, how many will be given each year, and what it will be called.  

 

 83.2 Proposed Cllr Tidridge, Seconded Cllr Parker-Jones, RESOLVED unanimously that the 

Communications Working Group be tasked with working out the details of the system and bringing an 

updated policy back to Full Council at a future meeting. 

Action: Communications Working Group 

 

84 To decide whether to accept the “hybrid design” for Bishopstoke Memorial Hall 

 

 84.1 A briefing on the work of the Glebe Meadow Working Group had been held the previous week 

and slides from than briefing had been circulated to all Cllrs, as had a summary from the Clerk. Cllr 

Tidridge outlined for the Council the history leading up to this decision and the reasons for the 

Working Group recommending rejecting the hybrid design. 

 

 84.2 Proposed Cllr Tidridge, Seconded Cllr A Dean, RESOLVED unanimously to formally reject 

the hybrid design. 

 

 84.3 The Clerk outlined the next steps. Once the Borough Council has been informed the working 

group will meet with the architect and begin putting together a project brief for the whole Glebe 

Meadow project, as well as a new concept for the Memorial Hall. Once they have been finalised the 

Council will make decisions about how to go forward.  

 

85 To approve and adopt the audited annual return for the year to 31 March 2021 

 

 85.1  The audit return had been included with the supporting papers for the meeting. 

 

 85.2 Proposed Cllr R Dean, Seconded Cllr Winstanley, RESOLVED unanimously that the audit 

return for the year to 31 March 2021 be approved and adopted. 
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86 To discuss, amend and adopt the Council’s Mission Statement and Aims 

 

 86.1  The proposed Mission Statement and Aims had been included in the supporting documents for 

the meeting. Cllr Parker-Jones was thanked for her work in gathering Cllrs’ ideas and compiling the 

document. 

 

 86.2 After discussion it was agreed that the mission statement should be amended and would now 

read “To be the voice of the people of Bishopstoke to enhance our village as a great place to live, work 

and visit.”, Aims 1 and 2 would remain the same, Aim 3 would be shortened to “To strengthen a sense 

of place.” and Aim 4 would be added and would read “To encourage residents to be more involved in 

the life of the village. 

 

 86.3 Proposed Cllr R Dean, Seconded Cllr D McKeone, RESOLVED unanimously that the 

Council’s Mission Statement and Aims would be: 

 

  Mission – To be the voice of the people of Bishopstoke to enhance our village as a great place 

to live, work and visit. 

 

  Aim 1 – To improve, and protect, our environment for residents and wildlife. 

 

  Aim 2 – To promote better health & well-being outcomes for all. 

 

  Aim 3 – To strengthen a sense of place. 

 

  Aim 4 – To encourage residents to become more involved in the life of the village. 

 

87 To note a report on existing measures at Council open space to prevent illegal encampments 

 

 87.1  A report on the protection measures used by the Council had been included with the supporting 

papers for the meeting and was noted. 

 

88 To make decisions on Travel Token funding for the year 2022-23 

 

 88.1  A report on the Travel Token scheme had been included in the supporting papers for the 

meeting. 

 

 88.2 Proposed Cllr Parker-Jones, Seconded Cllr Candy, RESOLVED unanimously to approve the 

recommendations contained in the report, which are to end the top-up scheme, to increase the standard 

allocation of tokens to 120 and to set the budget for Travel Tokens for the year 2022-23 to £4,000. 

 

89 To approve membership of and contributions to external bodies 

 

 89.1  The list of bodies of which the Council is a member had been circulated with the supporting 

papers for this meeting. 

 

 89.2 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr A Dean, RESOLVED unanimously to approve 

continued membership of the listed external bodies. 

 

90 To consider Parish Council insurance and make decisions 

 

 90.1  The Clerk informed the Council that as yet the quotes had not come back from the various 

insurers that had been approached by the RFO. Accordingly, the Clerk recommended that the authority 

to select and approve this year’s insurance quote be delegated to a group consisting of the Chair, the 

Chair of Finance and the Responsible Finance Officer. 



 

 

 

Chair's Signature: ________________________________________    Date: __________ 

 

 

Clerk's Signature: ________________________________________    Date: __________ 

 

 

 

 

 90.2 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr R Dean, RESOLVED unanimously that the decision 

on Council insurance this year be delegated to the Chair, the Chair of Finance and the RFO. 

 

91 To consider content for the press release 

 

 91.1  It was agreed that the press release would include: information on the travel token scheme, the 

adopted audit return, the mission statement, the burial board fees and a request for project ideas from 

residents. It was also agreed that the Council would wish all Bishopstoke residents a Happy Christmas. 

 

92 To agree the date, time and place for the next meeting 

 

 92.1 The next meeting will be on Tuesday 11 January 2022, at 7:30pm at Bishopstoke Methodist 

Church. The Clerk requested that any agenda items, including supporting papers, or written reports be 

with him by Monday 3 January. 

 

93 Motion for confidential business 

 

 93.1  Proposed Cllr R Dean, Seconded Cllr Lyon, RESOLVED that, in view of the confidential 

nature of the business about to be discussed, it is advisable in the public interest that the public be 

excluded and for the record the business be regarded as confidential. 

 

94 Staff appraisal and salary 

 

 94.1 The results of the staff appraisals conducted by the Clerk and recommended by the Human 

Resources Committee had been included with the supporting papers for this meeting. 

 

 94.2 Proposed Cllr Tidridge, Seconded Cllr Winstanley, RESOLVED unanimously to approve the 

recommendations from the Human Resources Committee. 

 

95 Sale of Parish Council land   

 

 95.1 The request for a patch of parish land to be sold had been considered by the Assets Committee 

which had recommended this request be rejected. The request, and the reasons for rejection, had been 

included with the supporting papers for this meeting. 

 

 95.2 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Parker-Jones, RESOLVED unanimously to reject the 

requested sale of parish land. 

 

 

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 9:30pm. 



Communications Group Report – 9th November 2021 

From Dermot McKeone 

 

The communications group met on 21st October. The main subjects discussed at the meetings were 

the forthcoming December newsletter and the external phase of our communications audit.  There 

was also a broad-ranging discussion about non-electronic communications, especially notice boards 

and leaflets. 

Newsletters 

The group has issued one newsletter and is in the process of producing the December newsletter at 

the moment. We are planning to produce a newsletter each quarter, with the next one scheduled 

for mid February. 

Dermot McKeone said he would write to Committee Chairs to encourage them to contribute 

regularly to these newsletters. 

Communications audit 

The internal phase of the audit has been completed.  In the second phase, we will be carrying out a 

survey amongst local residents to establish their knowledge and opinions about the work of the 

Council and the way in which they would like to receive news about the Parish Council and its 

activities in the future. 

The survey will be delivered to residents, included in a forthcoming newsletter, and will also take the 

form of a SurveyMonkey online survey.  This latter option will be available through the Council’s 

website, Facebook Page and email. 

To encourage take up, we have decided to incentivise completion of the survey by offering a modest 

prize of a meal out. The office will approach a number of local businesses to see if they would be 

prepared to offer such a prize. 

Non-electronic communications 

It was agreed that another Parish Council noticeboard should be situated in the Church Road area – 

precise location to be decided.  We agreed to continue to produce a newsletter each quarter for the 

time being.  The idea of a Parish Council stand at the forthcoming Bishopstoke Carnival was 

welcomed. 

 

 


