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Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance Committee 

held at Bishopstoke Methodist Church  

commencing at 7:30pm on 10 August 2021 
 

Present:  Cllrs Dean R, Parker-Jones and Tidridge 

                 

In Attendance:  Mr D Wheal (Clerk to Bishopstoke Parish Council)  

     

Public Attendance: 0 members of the public were present. 

 

FIN_2122_M02/ 

 

Public Session 

 

9 Election of Chair 

 

 9.1 Cllr Dean, in his capacity of Chair of Bishopstoke Parish Council, welcomed everyone to the 

first Finance Committee meeting of the new Council and invited nominations for Chair of the 

Committee. 

 

 9.2 Proposed Cllr Dean, Seconded Cllr Tidridge, RESOLVED unanimously that Cllr Parker-Jones 

be elected Chair of the Finance Committee for the 2021 – 22 session of the Council. 

 

At this point Cllr Dean stepped down from chairing the meeting and Cllr Parker-Jones took over as Chair. 

 

10 Election of Vice Chair 

 

 10.1 Proposed Cllr Parker-Jones, Seconded Cllr Tidridge, RESOLVED unanimously that Cllr Ray 

Dean be elected Vice Chair of the Finance Committee for the 2021 – 22 session of the Council. 

 

11 Apologies for Absence 

 

 11.1 Apologies had been received and accepted from Cllrs Thornton and Winstanley. 

 

13 To adopt as a true record, and sign, the Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee 

meeting held on 20 April 2021 

 

 13.1 The Minutes of the above meeting had been circulated prior to the meeting.  

 

 13.2 Proposed Cllr Tidridge, Seconded Cllr Parker-Jones, RESOLVED with Cllr Dean abstaining 

that the minutes of the F&GP Committee meeting held on 20 April 2021 be adopted as a true record. 

 

14 Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations 

 

 14.1 Cllrs Dean, Parker-Jones and Tidridge all declared an interest as Borough Councillors in item 9 

on the agenda – the discussion of the Community Infrastructure Project list.  

 

  



 

 

Initial: ________    Date: __________ 

15 To approve reports on Council finances 

 

 15.1 The RFO report, payments lists, budget monitoring reports and statements of accounts had all 

been included with the document pack for the meeting. Cllrs asked for future reports to clarify that UR 

and JL refer to Council allotment sites and not the respective roads. The Clerk was requested, with 

potential new contracts in the near future, to remind the RFO of the Council’s desire to move to green 

energy deals. The Committee noted the RFO report. 

Action: Clerk 

 

 15.2 Proposed Cllr Tidridge, Seconded Cllr Parker-Jones, RESOLVED unanimously to approve the 

reports on Council finances. 

 

16 To recommend the adoption of the Finance Committee Terms of Reference 

 

16.1  The recommended Terms of Reference for the Finance Committee were included in the 

document pack for the meeting. 

 

16.2 The Committee agreed to add a new paragraph in section 4, to state “If the Chair and appointed 

officer agree that there is no substantive business, meetings can be cancelled. Conversely, if it is 

agreed that there is a need, an emergency meeting can be called following the procedures outlined in 

standing orders.” 

 

16.3 The Committee agreed to amend section 4.3 to add “and no later than two working weeks 

following the meeting.” at the end. 

 

16.4 Proposed Cllr Tidridge, Seconded Cllr Dean, RECOMMENDED unanimously that the Council 

adopt the new Planning Committee Terms of Reference as amended in 16.2.and 16.3. 

 

17 To make recommendations on a grant request from the Bishopstoke Guides 

 

17.1 Proposed Cllr Dean, Seconded Cllr Tidridge, RECOMMENDED unanimously that the Council 

grant £2,000 to Bishopstoke Guides. 

 

18 To discuss the Community Infrastructure Project list and make recommendations 

 

18.1 It was agreed that items within the list for Community Trails, Walk Signs and Public Access to 

Woodland could be collected under a single heading. 

 

18.2 It was agreed that as all Cllrs present were also Borough Councillors little would be gained by 

further discussion of the CIP list. The Clerk suggested he arrange a session for Cllrs with the Local 

Area Manager to help them gain an understanding of what the CIP is and how it can be used. The 

Committee agreed this would be useful. 

Action: Clerk 

 

19 To recommend amendments to the Financial Regulations 

 

19.1 The proposed amendments had been included with the document pack for the meeting. 

Additionally, the Clerk requested that existing paragraph 4.3 be amended to replace “Assistant Clerk” 

with “Acting Clerk”, and the proposed paragraph 4.8 be amended to state that “the Clerk, or other 

appointed officer will have delegated authority”. 

 

19.2 The Committee also felt that the emergency spending limit of £2,500 in paragraph 4.3 was too 

low. It was agreed to amend this to be “a limit of £5,000, or £10,000 in consultation with the Chair, 

per emergency”. 

 

19.3 Proposed Cllr Dean, Seconded Cllr Tidridge, RECOMMENDED unanimously that the Council 

approve the changes to financial regulations, as amended in 19.1 and 19.2. 

 



 

 

Chair's Signature: ________________________________________    Date: __________ 

 

 

Clerk's Signature: ________________________________________    Date: __________ 

20 To recommend adoption of the Reserves Policy 

 

20.1 The draft Reserves Policy had been included with the document pack for the meeting. 

 

20.2 The Committee agreed that the minimum limit for general reserves of 10% set in paragraph 3.3 

should be raised to 15%. The Committee also to change the order of paragraph 3.3 to read 

“Accordingly, Bishopstoke Parish Council will aim for general reserves between 25% and 40% of the 

precept and will at all times maintain general reserves of at least 15% of the precept.” 

 

20.3 Proposed Cllr Tidridge, Seconded Cllr Dean, RECOMMENDED unanimously that the 

Reserves Policy, as amended in 20.2, be adopted by the Council. 

 

21 Date, time, place and agenda items for next meeting 

   

 21.1 The next meeting of the Finance Committee will take place at 7:00pm on Tuesday 12th October 

at the Bishopstoke Methodist Church. 

 

 

 

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 8:09pm 


