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Minutes of a Meeting of the Bishopstoke Parish Council 

held in the Parish Office, Riverside, Bishopstoke 

commencing at 7.40pm on 26 November 2019 
 

Present:  Councillor Sue Toher (Chair) 

  Councillor Geoff Harris (Vice Chair) 

  Councillor Peter Brown 

  Councillor Andrew Daly 

  Councillor Anne Dean 

  Councillor Chris Greenwood 

  Councillor Trevor Mignot 

  Councillor Louise Parker-Jones 

  Councillor Angela Roling 

  Councillor Mike Thornton 

  Councillor Gin Tidridge 

  Councillor Anne Winstanley 

   

In Attendance:  Mr David Wheal (Clerk to Bishopstoke Parish Council) 

    Mrs Sophie Thorogood (RFO to Bishopstoke Parish Council) 

      

Public Session 0 members of the public were present. 
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Public Session 

 

107 Apologies for Absence 

 

 107.1 Apologies had been received and were accepted from Cllrs Francis and Moore.  

 

108 Councillors’ Questions 

 

 108.1 Cllr Greenwood asked whether the Borough Council could reconsider putting in a replacement 

toilet at the Hub car park, or at least signposts indicating that the Hub toilets are available for public 

use. 

Action: Clerk 

 

 108.2 Cllr Dean asked if there could be a “Beware of deer” sign on Church Road. The Clerk was 

asked to contact the Borough regarding this. 

Action: Clerk 

 

 108.3 Cllr Tidridge asked whether there could be more updates for Councillors when significant 

events occur within the Parish, such as the tree falling down in the Planny. Cllr Toher indicated that 

this had been discussed with the Clerk and possible options were being considered. 

 

 108.4 Cllr Daly asked why the bin collection dates were now only online and why they could not be 

included in the Borough News. Cllrs noted that due to the variety of collection dates across the 

Borough this would be impossible to co-ordinate. Cllrs Parker-Jones and Tidridge indicated that they 
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were taking the matter forward with the Borough Council. The Clerk was requested to provide the 

information that the Parish Council is a location where the timetables can be printed out on Facebook 

and the website. 

Action: Clerk 

  

109 To adopt and sign Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 22 October 2019 

 

 109.1 The minutes of the above meeting had been circulated prior to this meeting.  

 

 109.2 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Parker-Jones, RESOLVED unanimously that the 

minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 22 October 2019 be adopted as a true record. 

 

110 To consider Matters Arising from the above Minutes  

 

 110.1 There were no matters arising. 

 

111 Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations 

 

 111.1 None declared or requested. 

 

112 Report on Planning Committee Meetings of 22 and 29 October 2019, and 12 November – to note 

Resolutions and to determine Recommendations 

 

 112.1 The Planning Committee Minutes for those meetings had been included in the document pack. 

 

 112.2 Proposed Cllr Brown, Seconded Cllr Toher, RESOLVED unanimously to note the resolutions 

of the Planning Committee meetings held on 22 and 29 October, and 12 November 2019. 

 

113 Report on Finance and General Purposes Committee Meeting of 12 November 2019 – to note 

Resolutions and to determine Recommendations 

 

 113.1 The Finance and General Purposes Committee Minutes from the meeting had been included in 

the document pack. 

 

 113.2 Proposed Cllr Tidridge, Seconded Cllr Toher, RESOLVED unanimously that the resolutions of 

the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 12 November 2019 be noted. 

 

 113.3 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Parker-Jones, RESOLVED unanimously that the Council 

increase the Travel Token budget to £3,500. 

 

114 Report on Buildings Committee Meeting of 4 November 2019 – to note Resolutions and to 

determine Recommendations 

 

 114.1 The Buildings Committee Minutes from the meeting had been included in the document pack. 

 

 114.2 Proposed Cllr Greenwood, Seconded Cllr Harris, RESOLVED unanimously that the 

resolutions of the Buildings Committee meeting held on 4 November 2019 be noted. 

 

115 To receive reports from Working Groups and other bodies 

 

 115.1 Cllr Parker-Jones detailed the Cemeteries Working Group amendment regarding interment 

hours and asked that the Clerk circulate the minutes of the last meeting to all Councillors. 

Action: Clerk 
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 115.2 Proposed Cllr Thornton, Seconded Cllr Roling, RESOLVED unanimously that the rules 

regarding interments be amended to “All interments shall take place on Mondays to Saturdays 

between the hours of 0900 and 1530. Interments may be arranged outside of these times at the 

discretion of the Parish Clerk.” 

 

 115.3 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Parker-Jones, RESOLVED unanimously that the Council 

increase the Travel Token allowance to 96 per applicant, 120 if the applicant needs a companion, and 

that the reduction due to Hampshire Concessionary vouchers remain at 32 tokens. 

 

 115.4 The Clerk detailed the options looked at by the Human Resources Working Group regarding a 

potential new member of staff. 

 

 115.5 Proposed Cllr Tidridge, Seconded Cllr Winstanley, RESOLVED unanimously that the Council 

advertise a new post of 15 hours per week, set at scale point 13-15 depending on experience, to be 

trained in the running of the Cemeteries and Closed Churchyards, and to take on further duties to be 

agreed once the training period is concluded, with the post to be filled as soon as possible. 

 

116 To receive the RFO’s Report and approve the October 2019 Statement of Accounts 

 

 116.1 The RFO reported that there was nothing of note in this month’s accounts. 

 

 116.2 Proposed Cllr Thornton, Seconded Cllr Winstanley, RESOLVED unanimously to receive the 

RFO’s report and approve the October 2019 Statement of Accounts. 

 

117 To approve funding to replace the gates at Sayers Road play area 

 

 117.1 Details of the need for funding and an initial quote for new gates had been included in the 

document pack. The Council asked for a second quote to be sought before any work is done. 

Action: Clerk / RFO 

 

 117.2 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Harris, RESOLVED unanimously to vire £6,000 from 

reserves to cover the cost of new gates at Sayers Road and any other maintenance work for the 

remainder of the financial year. 

 

118 To approve funding for the repair and replacement of the bus shelter on Fair Oak Road 

 

 118.1 Details of the damage to the bus shelter and a quote for the removal and replacement of it had 

been included in the document pack. Cllr Winstanley noted that all bus shelters with the exception of 

those belonging to Adshel are looked after by the Parish Council. 

 

 118.2 Proposed Cllr Mignot, Seconded Cllr Winstanley, RESOLVED unanimously to vire £5,000 

from reserves to cover the cost of removing and replacing the bus shelter. 

 

RFO Thorogood left the meeting at this point. 

 

119 To approve Burial Board fees and Allotment rents for 2020-21 

 

 119.1 Proposed Cllr Parker-Jones, Seconded Cllr Greenwood, RESOLVED unanimously that Burial 

Board fees and Allotment rents remain unchanged for 2020-21. 
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120 To agree amendments to the meeting schedule 

 

 120.1 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Greenwood, RESOLVED unanimously that the 

Planning Committee and Full Council meetings planned for 28 April 2020 be removed from the 

schedule. 

 

121 To agree the date for the Parish Assembly and discuss arrangements 

 

 121.1 Councillors agreed that the Parish Assembly would take place on 23 April 2020. It was also 

agreed that in addition to inviting all recipients of Parish Council grants it would be appropriate to 

invite Melanie Phillips to give a presentation as she has done so much work on recycling and litter 

picking in the Parish. 

Action: Clerk 

 

122 To receive reports from County, Borough and Parish Councillors on matters of interest 

  

 122.1 Cllr Brown informed the Council that he had laid a wreath on behalf of Help the Heroes at the 

Memorial Hall on Armistice Day. 

 

 122.2 Cllr Winstanley had attended the Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Eastleigh AGM and board meeting. 

Bishopstoke is fourth on the list of numbers of residents making use of their services. Only the three 

Eastleigh wards use them more. Cllr Winstanley had also laid the wreath at St Mary’s on behalf of the 

Parish Council on Remembrance Sunday, and then attended the Armistice Day service at the 

Memorial Hall. 

 

 122.3 Cllr Thornton reported that he had been part of a group working towards keeping Orchard Close 

open. It has now been recommended that it stay open. The Council welcomed this news. Cllr Thornton 

also remains a trustee of the Asian Welfare Cultural Association. 

 

 122.4 Cllr Tidridge had attended the Borough Remembrance service at the Point as well as Full 

Council on 7th November. Cllr Tidridge reported that the current airport plans will be brought before 

the Eastleigh Local Area Committee, probably in March, and that the Committee are looking for a 

large venue to accommodate the many people who will want to attend. The Clerk was asked to add 

consideration of the airport planning application to the next Planning Committee agenda. 

Action: Clerk 

 

 122.5 Cllr Tidridge had also asked whether the airport expansion would affect potential plans for 

Chickenhall Lane and had been told that the plans would not be jeopardised. Improvements have been 

recommended to the road and junctions along Bishopstoke Road but currently these are not funded. 

Finally, Cllr Tidridge had confirmed that the Woodland Trust had not agreed a Statement of Common 

Cause with the Borough Council, despite initial statements to the contrary. 

 

 122.6 Cllr Parker-Jones reported that she had been to several airport consultation meetings. Cllr 

Parker-Jones noted that the Local Plan hearings with the government inspector have now started with 

various experts being called. This process will run until January. Cllr Parker-Jones also reported that 

other planned Borough Council meetings had been cancelled due to the elections on 12 December. 

 

 122.7 Cllr Dean reported that she had attended the service at the Memorial Hall on Armistice Day and 

that it had been well attended. 

 

 122.8 Cllr Greenwood had attended a discussion group run on behalf of the Borough Council by Feria 

Urbanism at the Bishopstoke Community Centre. There had been a disappointing lack of knowledge 

regarding the proposed road plans. Cllr Greenwood also reported that the walk into Eastleigh from 

Bishopstoke would benefit from a path being placed just inside the hedge at the Hub as it offers 
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protection from traffic noise and smell, and is still well lit from the streetlights. Additionally, Cllr 

Greenwood noted that the path is in a poor state along Bishopstoke Road, with many holes and 

waterlogged dips. Cllr Thornton noted that the path has been raised with Hampshire County Council 

who say that it is on their list, but can give no firmer commitment than that. The Clerk was asked to 

request the Borough put in a path at the Hub. 

Action: Clerk 

 

 122.9 Cllr Toher reported that she attended meetings of the Travel Token Working Group, the 

Cemeteries Working Group and the Buildings Committee. Cllr Toher had laid the Parish Council’s 

wreath at the Armistice Day service. The Memorial Hall project continues with a decision made to 

progress with a hybrid option combining the best of options B and C from the consultation. This had 

then been put to the Bishopstoke Players for them to give comments on. Cllr Toher had also attended 

the Feria Urbanism event. There were approximately 8 people in attendance and although not much 

progress had been made due to disagreement over whether it is appropriate to being looking at a 

Master Plan at this stage, there had been a follow up email from Feria Urbanism to thank Cllr Toher 

for her attendance. 

 

123 To receive the Clerk’s Monthly Report 

 

 123.1 The Clerk reported on actions from the previous meeting:  

 Minute 88.1 – The Clerk confirmed he had sent the surveys out to Cllrs. 

 Minute 88.2 – The Clerk reported that the possibility of using pubs and restaurant toilets for public 

access is being investigated. 

 Minute 91.4 – The Clerk reported that the final version of the letter sent to the Local Plan Inspector 

had been sent out to Councillors. 

 Minute 102.3 – The amendment to the Training and Development Policy had been deferred to the next 

meeting. 

 Minute 103.1 – Cllr Harris had indicated there was no change to airport routing. 

 

124 To consider content for the November 2019 Press Release 

 

 124.1 It was agreed that the press release would include: Sayers Road play area improvements, the bus 

shelter replacement, travel tokens, the Council vacancy and news regarding allotment rents and burial 

board fees. 

Action: Clerk 

 

125 Date, time, place and agenda items for next meeting 

 

 125.1 The next meeting will be on Tuesday 28 January 2020, at 7:30pm in the Parish Office. 

 

 125.2 Agenda items for the meeting to the Clerk by Monday 20 January 2020 please. 

 

126 Motion for Confidential Business 

 

 126.1 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Harris, RESOLVED unanimously that, in view of the 

confidential nature of the business about to be discussed relating to employees' remuneration, it is 

advisable in the public interest that the public be excluded and for the record the business be regarded 

as confidential. 

 

127 To approve staff salary recommendations (confidential business) 

 

 127.1 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Harris, RESOLVED unanimously that the 

recommendation relating to the RFO be accepted. 

 



 

 

 

Chair's Signature: ________________________________________    Date: __________ 

 

 

Clerk's Signature: ________________________________________    Date: __________ 

 

 

 

 127.2 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Winstanley, RESOLVED unanimously that the 

recommendation relating to the Clerk be accepted. 

 

The Chair closed by wishing all those who would not be seen again before the New Year a Happy Christmas. 

 

 

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 8:40pm 


