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Parish Council Grants - helping the local community 
Over the past two months, Bishopstoke Parish Council has awarded grants to five organisations 
delivering valuable support and opportunities within the local community: 
 
 Riverside Concert Band, to support the purchase of new instruments and music. 
 Wessex Rivers Trust, to help create and support a local Chalk Stream Challenge, educating 

children and young people about the importance of the River Itchen. 
 Asian Welfare and Cultural Association, to support the Eastleigh Mela, an event attended by 

many residents from Bishopstoke. 
 Challengers, which provides activity days for children with disabilities. 
 The Empowerment Engine, an exciting new initiative supporting adults aged 18 and over who 

receive a neurodiversity diagnosis later in life. 
 
Bishopstoke Parish Council remains committed to supporting local groups and organisations that 
make a positive difference to the community. Groups interested in learning more about Parish Grants 
can find further information on the Council’s website at www.bishopstokepc.org/grants. 
 
Bishopstoke Carnival has that Festival feeling! 
Final preparations are now underway for Bishopstoke Carnival, which will take place on Saturday 27th 
June. This year’s Parade is set to be bigger than last year, with a lively festival atmosphere, including a 
Samba band and a range of other exciting attractions. The Parade relies on the support of volunteer 
Marshals, and we would love to hear from anyone able to spare a couple of hours on the morning of 
27th June. Those interested in helping should email parade@bishopstokecarnival.org. 
 
With Glastonbury taking a fallow year, the theme for this year’s Carnival is Festival. Residents are 
invited to take part by designing a River Float inspired by the theme or by joining the celebrations in 
festival attire.  We are all looking forward to a fun and family-friendly day for the whole community. 
 
New Wheels Park to be built on Glebe Meadow 
Bishopstoke Parish Council is pleased to confirm that work on the new Wheels Park at Glebe Meadow 
is scheduled to begin within the first two weeks of July and, weather permitting, is expected to be 
completed by the end of September. During the construction period, the top half of the Meadow will 
be temporarily closed. The Play Area and the lower half of the Meadow will remain open for public 
use. Residents are asked to take extra care, as heavy machinery will be accessing the site via the 
Portal Road gate. For further information, please email assets@bishopstokepc.org. 
 
New Chair for Bishopstoke Parish Council 
At the Annual General Meeting of Bishopstoke Parish Council, Cllr Louise Hillier-Wheal stepped down 
as Chair after three years in the role, with Cllr Sue Toher appointed as her successor. During her time 
as Chair, Cllr Hillier-Wheal played a key role in progressing the War Memorial project, introducing free 
community events and helping bring the Wheels Park project to fruition.  We look forward to the 
coming year with Cllr Toher as Chair, and Cllr Harris continuing in the role of Vice-Chair. 
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Too soon to talk Christmas? 
Following the great response to the Christmas decorations at Shears Mill last year, Bishopstoke 
Parish Council is now looking to extend the festive decorations to other parts of the village. Plans 
under consideration include a large Christmas tree at Shears Mill, seasonal decorations in the Play 
Areas, and festive enhancements to the Jubilee clocks. 
 
Local businesses interested in supporting this year’s Christmas decorations through sponsorship are 
invited to contact the Events Officer at events@bishopstokepc.org for further information. 
 
 
Parish Council Address 
Please address any post to: 
Bishopstoke Parish Council 
Sewall Drive 
Bishopstoke 
Eastleigh 
SO50 6JE 
 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Tuesday 14th July 2026 at the new time of 
7.15pm and will take place in Bishopstoke Methodist Church. For information about Committee 
meeting dates, times and locations, and for further details or information about anything the 
Parish Council does, please visit our website. 
 
For further information, please contact the Admin and Events Officer, Emma Earl  
by email: admin@bishopstokepc.org. 
or visit the Parish website at:  www.bishopstokepc.org 


