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Bishopstoke Parish Council wants to celebrate people who  
are going the extra mile for Bishopstoke, and we are looking  
for the next Bishopstoke Champion.  Our last Bishopstoke  
Champion, Kieran Gillingham, was nominated because of his  
volunteer work as a bailiff on the Itchen Navigation and he set  
up The Itchen Navigation Preservation Trust to help protect  
this wonderful river. 
 
If you know a person, or group of people, who have championed a worthy cause, have worked hard to 
make life easier for people around them or who have been doing their best to make Bishopstoke a 
better place to live and work then we want to hear about them. 
 
You can get nomination forms from the Parish Council website, or by emailing the Clerk who will send 
one out to you. Get four other people to support your nomination and then fill in the form telling us 
why your nominee deserves to be recognised as a Bishopstoke Champion. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn 2025 



 

Earlier this year we moved the Bishopstoke War Memorial to the site of Old St Mary’s and planned a 
rededication service with the Royal British Legion to coincide with VJ Day on Friday 15th August.   

Sadly, the night before the service the War Memorial had white paint thrown over it by vandals. It was 
discovered by local residents on the Friday morning who contacted the Parish Council and put out a 
call for help on 
social media.  
What an amazing 
response there 
was!  So many of 
the local 
community 
turned out 
bringing along 
any cleaning 
supplies they had to hand that could be used.  All these amazing volunteers worked tirelessly for 3 
hours to clean the Memorial so that the rededication service could go ahead in the afternoon.  By 
lunchtime (if you ignored the white patches on the grass!) you wouldn’t know that it had happened.  A 
resident of Bishopstoke, whose son’s name is on the War Memorial, was grateful and really touched 
by the number of people who had turned out to help.   

The Rededication Service 
was able to go ahead as 
planned with the Royal 
British Legion in attendance 
and Revd Richard Wise 
leading the service.  It was 
great to see so many of you 
there.   The Royal British 
Legion expressed their 
thanks and gratitude to the 
people of Bishopstoke for 
the amazing job they did getting the War Memorial ready for the service.  Thank you all.  You are 
amazing! 
 

Armistice Day 2025 
Please join us on Tuesday 11th November for the Armistice Service at Old St Mary’s  
Churchyard.    The service will begin at 10:45am and the proceedings will be led by  
local church leaders.  After the wreaths have been laid and the silence observed,  
you are welcome to stay to pay your own respects.  After the service, the Anglers Inn  
are very kindly providing tea, coffee and cake for everyone attending. 



 

 

After the success of the Messy Play session in the Easter holidays we decided to run some sessions 
through the summer holidays including a beach theme, construction and bugs and bubbles.  They 
have proved to be really popular with both children and adults who have all enjoyed the messy fun.  
We have had blue slime with sea creatures hiding in it, “worms” and insects hiding in mud, vegetable 
printing, play dough monsters, shaving foam and jelly, sand, water and, everyone’s favourite, lots of 
bubbles! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will be running more Messy Play sessions next year so please visit our website 
www.bishopstokepc.org, or follow us on Facebook and Instagram, for more information. 
 

Summer Play Trail 
This year we reintroduced the Summer Play Trail in the 6 play areas around the village.  The Trail 
involved looking in all 6 play areas for a plaque that showed an animal or bird that can be seen locally, 
taking a rubbing in the booklet and, when all 6 had been found, sending us the list of animals they had 
found.  At the end of the summer holidays we picked a winner at random, and they won a Family 
Ticket to Marwell Zoo.  We hope they will have a great day at the Zoo. 

We have received some great feedback about the 
sessions: 
“Always looking for things to do, especially in the summer 

holidays.  It’s great that it is free!” 

“Thank you so much.  This is a great idea.” 

“It’s great for them to be able to do this and not have the 

mess at home.” 

“The children loved it.  Thank you so much.” 



 

Children in Need Ramble 
On Saturday 18th October we held our first Ramble for Children in Need.   Although we seemed to fall 
victim to some Facebook gremlins that seemed to cause our posts advertising the event to disappear, 
we managed to raise £107.10.  Thank you so much to those of you who came along to support the 
event and to the passing walkers who also kindly donated. 
 
We would like to thank our volunteer Marshals; Diana, Linda, Richard, Chris, Cllr Mike Thornton and 
the 5 amazing volunteers from Eastleigh Lions.  We couldn’t have held the event without you! 
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Memorial Hall Hoarding Art Project 

We hope you have all had a chance to see the mural that has been painted along the Glebe 
Meadow side of the hoarding surrounding the site of the old Memorial Hall.  A fabulous local artist, 
Georgette Newton of Nap Trapped Art, has been working all through the summer holidays on the 
mural and, I think you’ll agree, it looks amazing!    

When local children designed some of the ducks on the mural, they gave them a name and wrote a 
short story about them.  If you would like to find out the names and read some of the stories please 
visit our website www.bishopstokepc.org/memorial-hall-hoarding-art-project 

Bishopstoke History Trail and Village Trails  

Some of you may have already seen the fabulous new History 
Trail leaflets, designed by Georgette Newton of Nap Trapped 
Art, in some of the shops and pubs in the village.   You can 
also download a copy of the leaflet containing a map of the 
route and information on the points of interest from our 
website www.bishopstokepc.org/bishopstoke-history-trail. 
You can also find a copy of the 3 Woods Trail on the website 
which takes you through Stoke Park Woods, past Upper Barn 
Copse and through Crowdhill Copse.  The directions and a 
map are available to download.  Keep an eye out for more 
trails that will be added over the next few months. 



Travel Tokens 
Are you a resident in  
Bishopstoke who doesn’t 
have easy access to a  
car and has difficulty using the bus?  
You could apply for our Travel Tokens. 
For more information, please go to our 
website 
www.bishopstokepc.org/travel-tokens 
and click on the “apply online” link or 
email clerk@bishopstokepc.org for 
more information and an application 
form. 
 

 

 

Sewall Drive allotments and temporary Parish Office 

The allotments are ready!  After a lot of hard work from our Allotments Officer and the contractors we 
have now opened the allotments at Sewall Drive.  The large rubble and stones that were left buried on 
the site have been removed, a layer of topsoil put down, standpipes installed, and the plots marked 
out.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone on the waiting list has been contacted and have either come along and chosen a plot or had 
one allocated for them.    The allotments officially opened on 1st October, and we hope to have the 
Parish Office at Sewall Drive open soon. 
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Tree and Bee Corridor Update 
Eastleigh Borough Council have been working in partnership with Bishopstoke Parish Council to 
develop the Tree and Bee Corridor in Bishopstoke.  The wildflower seed planting was not as 
successful as we all hoped due to the very dry Spring and Summer this year.  This has however let 
the volunteers monitor the naturally occurring flowers and grasses in the sites around 
Bishopstoke.   

The longer grass provided both food and shade for lots of local wildlife during the hot summer 
months. 
 
The Tree and Bee volunteers will be doing some more planting on the Tree and Bee sites during 
November.  If you would like to get involved with this brilliant local project and volunteer to help 
with planting and maintenance on a Tree and Bee site in Bishopstoke please email 
treeandbee@eastleigh.gov.uk  for more information.  Visit our website 
www.bishopstokepc.org/tree-and-bee-corridor  to see the September Tree and Bee Network 
update. 



BISHOPSTOKE PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Meetings of the Parish Council and its Committees are currently taking place at the Bishopstoke 

Methodist Church on Sedgwick Road.  At the beginning of every Parish Council Meeting there is a Public 
Session where the residents of Bishopstoke can come along and ask any questions they may have.  You 

are then more than welcome to stay for the rest of the meeting or leave if you wish.  
More details about the meetings can be found at www.bishopstokepc.org. 

 

 NEXT MEETINGS 
Full Council:  11th Nov, 13th Jan, 10th Mar Assets:  25th Nov, 27th Jan, 24th Mar  People: 24th Feb 
Finance: 9th Dec, 10th Feb, 14th Mar  Planning: All of the dates listed 

 

 

 

   

  
 

 

2025 Events 
During this year we have run a lot of new events which have been very well received; Easter Hunt 
and Messy Play, Summer Messy Play, VE Day and VJ Day commemorations, Meet your Local 
Councillor sessions and our recent Ramble for Children in Need.  We hope you have enjoyed the 
events this year and we look forward to seeing you at some of our events next year.  To keep up to 
date with all our events please visit our website or follow us on Facebook and Instagram. 

Events for 2026 
We are starting to plan which  
events we will be organising  
for next year.  If you have any  
ideas for events you would like 
to see in Bishopstoke please let us know.   
 
Why not come along to our next Meet your 
Local Councillor session which will be 
focussing on Events.  It will be on Tuesday 3rd 
February from 6.00pm to 8.00pm at 
Bishopstoke Community Centre (BCA).  If you 
can’t make it, then please email any comments 
on this year’s events or your thoughts about 
future events to  events@bishopstokepc.org.   
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 


