Bishopstoke Parish Council

p To find out how to attend or have a statement read out
Email: clerk@bishopstokepc.org; Call: 07368 487464,
Or visit www.bishopstokepc.org

Listening to you

Members of the Parish Council are summoned to attend a meeting on
Tuesday 13" May 2025 at 7.30pm at Bishopstoke Methodist Church, Sedgwick Road.
This meeting is open to the public.

AGENDA
PUBLIC SESSION
1. Apologies for absence
2. Election of Chair
3. Election of Vice Chair

4. To adopt and sign Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 29" April 2025

5. Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations

6. Reports from Working Groups, Officers and Councillors

7. To consider how the Council oversees events and determine any changes needed

8. To determine membership of Committees, Working Groups and other appointments
9. To consider recommendations from the Devolution Working Group

10. To note the meeting dates for the year 2025-2026

11. To note the creation and content of a Bishopstoke Parish Council community project
list

12. To review the Council’s Meet ‘n’ Greet sessions and make decisions
13. To consider content for the next media release and email update

14. To agree the date, time and place for the next meetings
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7" May 2025

Members: Clirs Hillier-Wheal (Chair), Harris (Vice Chair), Brown, Burcombe-Filer, Chaffey, Dajani, Daly, Kirby,
MacLachlan, Mignot, Moore, Scott, Thornton, Toher and Winstanley
FULL_2526_A01
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Full Council - 13" May 2025

ltems 2 & 3 -Chair and Vice Chair elections

Nominations will be taken for each position in turn. All nominees will need to be
seconded. If there is only one nomination we will proceed directly to a vote (as the proposer
and seconder and already declared) to confirm the nominee in that position.

If there is more than one nominee Cllrs will be invited to vote on each candidate in
turn. Each Councillor may vote once only in any round of voting. If one candidate obtains an
outright majority of the votes they will be declared elected to that position. If there is a tie
amongst nominees, the existing Chair is allowed a casting vote to break the tie. In the event
that one of the tied nominees is the Chair, the Chair IS allowed to cast their extra vote for
themselves. At each round of voting, at least one of the nominees will be eliminated until one
is declared elected.

The process for Vice Chair is exactly the same with the exception that itis the newly
elected Chair that has a casting vote.

ltem 8 — Membership votes

In the unlikely event that there are more volunteers than spaces on any given committee or
working group, the first step is to ask if anyone wishes to withdraw from consideration.

If there are still more volunteers than spaces then voting takes place as above.
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Minutes of a Meeting of the Bishopstoke Parish Council

Present:

In Attendance:

Public Session

FULL_2425_M07/

held at Bishopstoke Methodist Church
commencing at 7.30pm on 29" April 2025

Councillor Louise Hillier-Wheal (Chair)
Councillor Geoff Harris (Vice-Chair)

Councillor Peter Brown

Councillor Ben Burcombe-Filer

Councillor Sid Dajani (from para 97.6)
Councillor Andrew Daly

Councillor Stewart MacLachlan (from para 97.1)
Councillor Trevor Mignot

Councillor Mike Thornton

Mr David Wheal (Clerk to Bishopstoke Parish Council)
Mrs Emma Earl (Admin Officer to Bishopstoke Parish Council)

0 members of the public were present.

94 Apologies for Absence

94.1 Apologies had been received and were noted from Cllrs Moore, Toher and Winstanley.

Cllrs Chaffey, Kirby and Scott were absent.

95 To adopt and signh Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11" March 2025

95.1 The minutes of the meeting had been included with the supporting papers for this

meeting.

95.2 Proposed Cllr Thornton, Seconded Cllr Mignot, RESOLVED unanimously that the minutes

of the Parish Council meeting held on 11" March 2025 be adopted and signed.
Action: Clerk & Chair - to sign and publish the minutes and document pack.

96 Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations

96.1 No declarations or requests were made.
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97 Reports from Committees, Working Groups, Officers and Councillors

97.1 The Clerk’s report and the Events report had been included with the supporting papers for
this meeting and was noted.

Cllr MacLachlan arrived at this point.

97.2 Clerk’s report.

FULL_2425_MO06/Item 81.4 Regarding the Memorial Hall. The Officers are now considering how
best to get the thoughts and opinions of those contacted. The current options being considered
include; 1:1 consultations, group consultations or a survey.

Assets Transfers. The Clerk, Chair and Vice Chair have agreed to move forward with the transfer
of Sewall Drive as soon as possible. While the transferis being completed, the Parish Council
will run the site under license so that work on the allotments and building can be started.

97.3 Cllr Brown commented that a member of the Bishopstoke Players had spoken to him and
said that they were under the impression that the Parish Council did not want the Bishopstoke
Players to be involved with the consultation and development of the new Community Building.
The Clerk explained that a member of the Bishopstoke Players had been at the previous Full
Council meeting on 11" March and it had been agreed to include a member of the Bishopstoke
Players in the Working Group when appropriate. The Clerk and Cllr Thornton had also had a very
positive meeting with a group of the Bishopstoke Players at the January Meet and Greet session.

97.4 Cllr Daly asked who was responsible for keeping road signs clear of vegetation and
readable. Cllr Thornton explained that it was Hampshire County Council and any issues could
be reported on their website.

97.5 Cllr Thornton raised the subject of the fence around the SANG at Stoke Park Farm and
how unpopular it was with local residents — there have been lots of comments on local
Facebook groups. A deer proof fence was suggested to stop them getting into the site but the
deer have been following vehicles into the area so this would not be of any real benefit.

97.6 Carnival. Cllr Harris reported that, with some guidance, the Carnival Group were
progressing well with the plans for Carnival. Cllr Thornton and Hillier-Wheal volunteered to
Marshal the parade. Cllr Hillier-Wheal asked if the times for the Carnival events could be sent
out to all of the Parish Councillors.
Action: Admin Officer— email all the Parish Councillors the timings of events for Bishopstoke
Carnival on 21°' June and send the link to the form for Parade Marshals to Clirs Thornton and
Hillier Wheal.

Cllr Dajani arrived at this point

97.7 The report onresolutions and recommendations made by Committees since the previous
Council meeting had been included with the supporting papers for this meeting and was noted.

97.8 ASSETS-2425-M06 Item 52.3 That the new Glebe Meadow play area be funded from the
Glebe Meadow fund (including whatever grants can be obtained).
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98

97.9 Proposed Cllr Thornton, Seconded Cllr MacLachlan, RESOLVED unanimously that the
new Glebe Meadow play area be funded from the Glebe Meadow fund (including whatever
grants can be obtained).

97.10 ASSETS-2425-M06 Item 52.3 That the Council commit to placing a new toddler/pre-
school play area at Sewall Drive.

97.11 Proposed Cllr Harris, Seconded Cllr Burcombe-Filer, RESOLVED unanimously that the
Council commit to placing a new toddler/pre-school play area at Sewall Drive.

To adopt and sign Minutes from the People Committee meeting of 25" February, the Assets
Committee meeting of 25" March, the Finance Committee meeting of 8" April and the
Planning Committee meeting of 29" April (if available)

98.1 The minutes for the People Committee meeting, the Assets Committee meeting and the
Finance Committee meeting had been included with the supporting papers for this meeting.
The minutes for the Planning Committee meeting were reviewed on the screen and noted.

98.2 Proposed Cllr Thornton, Seconded Cllr Dajani, RESOLVED unanimously that the minutes
from the People Committee meeting of 25" February, the Assets Committee meeting of 25"
March, the Finance Committee meeting of 8" April and the Planning Committee meeting of 29"
April be adopted and signed.

Action: Clerk & Chair - to sign and publish the minutes and document packs for all of the above-
mentioned meetings

29

To approve the statement of reserves as at 31°* March 2025
99.1 The statement of reserves had been included with the supporting papers for this meeting.

99.2 Proposed Cllr Harris, Seconded Cllr Brown, RESOLVED unanimously that the statement
of reserves as at 31°* March 2025 be approved.

Action: Clerk - To publish the approved statement of reserves as at 31 March 2025

100 To confirm there are no conflicts of interest between the Parish Council and BDO LLP

100.1 A memo explaining the reasons for this process was included with the supporting papers
for this meeting.

100.2 Proposed Cllr MacLachlan, Seconded Cllr Thornton, RESOLVED, unanimously that the
Clerk complete the BDO form confirming that there is no conflict of interest between
Bishopstoke Parish Council and BDO.

Action: Clerk - to complete the BDO form confirming that there is no conflict of interest between
Bishopstoke Parish Council and BDO.

101

To note the report from the internal auditor and approve the Council’s response
101.1 A copy of the report from the internal auditor had been included with the supporting

papers for this meeting and was noted. As there were no actions for the Council to take the
Council noted their thanks to the Responsible Finance Officer for his work.
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102 To adopt the Annual Governance Statement for the year ended 31 March 2025.

102.1 A copy of the Annual Governance Statement had been included with the supporting
papers for this meeting, including justifications for the recommended responses.

102.2 Proposed Clir Mignot, Seconded Cllr Harris, RESOLVED unanimously to answer “Yes” to
boxes one to nine and adopt the Annual Governance Statement for the year ended 31° March
2025.
Action: Chair & Clerk - to complete and sign the Annual Governance Statement for the year
ended 31 March 2025

103 To approve the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025

103.1 A copy of the Accounting Statements had been included with the supporting papers for
this meeting.

103.2 Proposed Cllr Mignot, Seconded Cllr Burcombe-Filer, RESOLVED unanimously to approve
the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31° March 2025
Action: Chair & RFO - to complete and sign the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31
March 2025

104 To approve changes to the earmarked reserves

104.1 A memo explaining the changes to the earmarked reserves had been included with the
supporting papers for this meeting.

104.2 Proposed Cllr Brown, Seconded Cllr Dajani, RESOLVED unanimously to transfer £1974.10
from the St Mary’s tree fund to the Tree Work earmark; close the Allotment Deposits reserve
following advice from the auditor; return unspent Exhumation Costs funds to general reserves;
transfer £15,000 from the Cemetery Boardwalk reserve to the Allotment Buildings reserve to
fully fund this project.

Action: Clerk - to make the approved changes to the earmarked reserves

105 To consider content for the next press release

105.1 After a short discussion, it was agreed to include Carnival, the Easter Hunt and Messy

Play, VE Day, the Audit results, Parish Assembly and the new Sewall Drive Play Area.
Action: Admin Officer — To draft the next press release and issue it to all the relevant Media
106 To agree the date, time and place for the next meeting

106.1 The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 13" May 2025, at 7:30pm in Bishopstoke

Methodist Church. Any Cllr wishing to have an item on the agenda should provide the item and
any supporting papers to the Clerk by 6™ May 2025.

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 7.59pm.

Initial: Date:



Bishopstoke Parish Council

Listening to you

Full Council - Clerk’s report
13" May 2025

Actions from previous meetings
FULL_2425_MO07/Item 95.2 Regarding Full Council minutes
The minutes were signed and published.

FULL_2425 _MO07/Item 97.6 Regarding Carnival
The Events Officer has emailed the timetable to all Clirs and provided links to the parade form to
Cllrs Thornton and Hillier-Wheal

FULL_2425_MO07/ltem 98.2 Regarding Committee meeting minutes
The minutes were signed and published.

FULL_2425_MO07/Item 99.2 Regarding the Statement of Reserves
The statement ahs been published.

FULL_2425_MO07/ltem 100.2 Regarding potential conflicts of interest with BDO
The form confirming no conflicts exist has been completed and included with the audit papers
for submission.

FULL_2425 MO07/Item 102.2 Regarding the Annual Governance Statement
The Annual Governance Statement has been completed and signed.

FULL_2425_MO07/ltem 103.2 Regarding the Accounting Statements for 2024-25
The Accounting Statements were completed and signed.

FULL 2425 MO07/ltem 104.2 Regarding earmarked reserves
The changes to reserves have been made.

FULL_2425 MO07/ltem 105.1 Regarding the media release
The media release has been distributed and published.

Working Groups / Task & Finish Groups

Glebe Meadow / Devolution / Bow Lake

Recommendations from the devolution group have been included on this agenda. Officers are
working on a questionnaire for interested groups regarding the new community building which
will be followed up by individual meetings where needed. That work will be fed into the final brief
for the building ready for consultation. At the same time, the tender documents for appointment
of architects are being prepared.

Other Items

Asset Transfers — The licence to occupy the various parts of Sewall Drive is being prepared by
the Borough Council. Once it is ready the full attached sums will be transferred across to
Bishopstoke Parish Council and contractors will be instructed to begin their work. Green Smile
have been contacted to prepare estimates of costs to add the various transfer sites to their
workload.

Last Updated: 7" May 2025
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Full Council - 13" May 2025

ltem 7 — Events Oversight

Bishopstoke Parish Council now runs an increasing assortment of events, with the
addition of Councillor Meet ‘n’ Greets; Easter Hunt; Messy Play and VE Day celebrations.
More events are planned for the remainder of the calendar.

There is already a procedure in place for adding new events but the Council has not
previously considered how updates on events should be reported back.

Options include:
Creating an Events Committee or Working Group to oversee events

Adding the responsibility for events oversight to an existing group, such as the
People Committee

Having events updates reported directly to Full Council (as is currently the
default position)

Cllrs are invited to consider which of these (or other suggestions that may come forward in
debate) best suit the Council’s current needs.
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Full Council - 13" May 2025

Item 8 — Councillor Appointments

Below is a list of Committees, Working Groups and other councillor appointments, along with
the number of available spaces. It is always better to be close to the top end of the limit for
membership of a committee rather than the bottom, because people are occasionally unable

to attend meetings.
Finance Committee
Assets Committee
Planning Committee

Communications Working Group

Glebe MeadowWorking Group
Bow Lake Working Group
Devolution Working Group
Carnival

Airport Consultative Committee
Bishopstoke Community Association
Parochial Charities (Twynams)
Passenger Transport Forum
Greening Campaign
Neighbourhood Plan

Eastleigh District Association

Of Local Councils

People Committee

At least 5 Councillors. Maximum 7.
At least 5 Councillors. Maximum 7.
At least 5 Councillors. Maximum 7.

At least 2 Councillors. Maximum 4.
The Clerk is also a member of this group.

At least 3 Councillors. Maximum 7.*
At least 3 Councillors. Maximum 7.*
At least 3 Councillors. Maximum 7.*
Unlimited

1 space

1 space

1 space

1 space

At least 1 space

At least 1 space

2 spaces (one of which is taken by the Chair)

This is made up of the Chair and Vice Chair of the Parish
Council, along with the Chairs of the three other
Committees.

* These three groups currently share a combined meeting. Once the devolution group is no longer
necessary they will revert to separate meetings
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Full Council - 13" May 2025

ltem 9 — Devolution

The Devolution Working Group has been working through the available information on
the various sites or categories of site that has been provided by the Borough. Their
recommendations and reasoning are presented here for Council to consider:

Stoke Park Farm (including the Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace)
Recommendation — To not seek the transfer of this asset

Reasons - The site has a number of complex environmental credit deals associated
with it, including the nitrate offsets. These give protection to the site from development
for several decades but are complicated to monitor. The site has an amount of debt
associated with it which the Council would need to take over and service. There is
currently no plan for the site as a whole and the main area announced so far (the
SANG) has proved controversial. It is considered beyond the scope of the Council to
manage this site currently and there is an inherent risk to leasing the land to a third
party.

Most Grass Verges

Recommendation — To not seek the transfer of these assets

Reasons — most of the grass verges are not at risk of development and whether they
are owned by the Parish Council or the new unitary authority they will still be mown.
Rather than doing anything to advance the mission or aims of the Council they, and the
trees on them, would simply be a financial burden to the Council.

Tree & Bee network verges

Recommendation — To defer a decision pending further information

Reasons —the Council has already invested in the idea of the tree & bee network, and
is keen to see planting that assists with bio-diversity and local fauna. However, as the
initial plans were based on volunteers doing the majority of the work the Working
Group felt unable to make a recommendation until they had a better idea of the
potential cost to the Council of these sites.

The Planney

Recommendation — To defer a decision pending further information.

Reasons — The Working Group believes that the Planney can be better maintained, with
work to restore the paths and provide seating, areas of calm, artworks based on nature
and various other enhancements. This work was started by the Borough Council but it
has not been maintained. The site would also fit in well with the Village Trails project.
As with the Tree & Bee network, it was assumed that volunteers would carry a lot of the
weight for this project and so the Working Group felt they needed a more accurate



guide as to the cost to restore the area created by the Borough and continue the work
to extend it along the whole length.

Land at Blackberry Drive

Recommendation — To accept the remaining land on the same management basis as
the rest of the site.

Reasons — The majority of the land around Blackberry Drive and Strawberry Mead is
already managed by the Parish Council. This would add the final area around and to
the west of the Y Zone building. It is worth noting that at any point the Borough Council,
or a subsequent authority, could cancel that arrangement and take back the
responsibility. Bishopstoke Parish Councilis not in a position to accept the full
transfer of the land as to do so would be against the law.

Y Zone building

Recommendation — To defer a decision pending further information.

Reasons — As the Parish Council would not own the land on which the building sites it
is likely that there would be ground rent to pay, or the building would have to be rented
or leased from the unitary authority. Until the group can obtain a reliable estimate of
the associated costs the Working Group felt unable to recommend taking over the
asset.

Bow Lake Gardens (allotment and open space)

Recommendation — To defer a decision pending potential security improvements on
site.

Reasons - the recent spate of incidents where padlocks and chains have been cut at
the site to allow access has led to concerns about the security of the site. The Council
has requested security improvements be putin place before the site can be
considered for transfer.

Bow Lake Gardens (play area)

Recommendation — To accept the transfer of this asset.

Reasons — As the Parish Council manages all the other play areas in Bishopstoke it is
sensible for it to bring this one into its portfolio.

Underwood Road allotments (slip roads)

Recommendation — To accept the transfer of the two slip roads leading to the
allotments.

Reasons - to give the Parish Council full control over access to the site and to tidy up
loose ends from the original transfer of the allotments.
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COUNCIL & COMMITTEE MEETING DATES 2025 — 2026

Full Council
(7 meetings)

Finance
(6 Meetings)

Assets
(6 meetings)

People
(3 meetings)

Planning
(23 meetings)

Parish
Assembly
(1 meeting)

Second Tuesday of every other month, beginning in May.

13 May; 8 July; 9 September; 11 November
13 January 2026, 10 March and 28 April

Second Tuesday of every other month beginning in June

10 June; 12 August; 14 October; 9 December; 10 February 2026
and 14 April

Fourth Tuesday of every other month beginning in May

27 May; 22 July; 23 September; 25 November;
27 January 2026 and 24 March

24 June; 28 October and 24 February 2026

Second and fourth Tuesday of every month except the second
Tuesday in May and the fourth Tuesday in December

13 May; 27 May; 10 June; 24 June; 8 July; 22 July; 12 August;
26 August; 9 September; 23 September; 14 October; 28 October;
11 November; 25 November; 9 December; 13 January 2026;

27 January; 10 February; 24 February; 10 March; 24 March;

14 April and 28 April

21 April

Planning Committee meetings start at 7.00pm (doors open 6:45pm for inspection of
planning applications when meeting in person).

The Parish Assembly starts at 7:00pm.

All other meetings start at 7:30pm.

These details are subject to change.
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Full Council - 13" May 2025

ltem 11 - Projects

Bishopstoke Parish Council has a number of projects underway at the moment. These
include the upgrading of facilities at Glebe Meadow; a new Community Building at Glebe
Meadow; the upgrading of the building and parking at Underwood Road allotments; creating a
boardwalk or pathway to connect Bishopstoke Cemetery with Stoke Common Cemetery;
creating new Village Trails and replacing the ageing map boards and information boards
throughout Bishopstoke.

Councillors are invited to consider that it would be useful to have a list of potential
future projects. These could then be considered if the Council feels it has the funds to make
them happen, or if grants or developer contributions become available.

Suggestions so far include:

Additional village trails and information boards beyond those currently funded

Providing themed noticeboards in play areas to give more prominence to important
notices and information about future events and our other play areas

Enhancing the Planney (assuming it is transferred)

Adding to the planned tree and bee section of Otter Close open space
Installing badger prevention at Jockey Lane allotments

Replacing the toilet building at Jockey Lane allotments

Providing parking spaces at Jockey Lane allotments

Creation of a maze on an area of open space, possibly Blackberry Drive
Creation of an aroma garden

Adding a large scale board game, such as Snakes n Ladders, using vinyl graphics on
tarmac or rhynomulch, to an open space near a play area

Adding community book swap containers around Bishopstoke

Adding community planters around Bishopstoke



Further suggestions are welcome and the list could be amended at any time, although it
would be formally reviewed annually.

Officers would complete initial tasks such as feasibility studies and providing cost estimates.
That information would be held with the list until such time as it is needed, when it would be
updated and then brought before Council for consideration.
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REPORT TO BISHOPSTOKE PARISH COUNCIL

13™ May 2025
Agenda ltem:

Report Subject: Meet and Greet sessions

Report Author: Emma Earl

Executive Summary:

This report shows the attendance and summary of the 3 Meet and Greet sessions that have
been held so far — one during the morning, one during the evening and one at the weekend.

Recommendations:

Based on the information below, | would recommend that the Councillors consider the
following options:

1. Use future Parish Events as an opportunity to connect with and talk to the residents
therefore not needing the Meet and Greet sessions.

2. Continue with the Meet and Greet sessions but only have them every 3 months.

3. Use Parish events as an opportunity to meet residents and have 2 Meet and Greet
sessions per year.

Notes:

Background

As aresult of the communication survey carried out by the Parish Council, Councillors
decided to start having regular drop-in sessions where residents could come in and talk to
Councillors about any concerns, ask questions and find out more about ongoing projects in
the Parish.

Meet and Greet Session summaries
There have been 3 Meet and Greet sessions so far, each being 2 hours long. The sessions
have been approximately every 6 weeks.

Thursday 5" December - 9.30am at the BCA

6 Councillors, 3 Officers, 3 residents.

The residents who came were appreciative of being heard. Not all issues raised were the
responsibility of the Parish Council.




Saturday 25" January - 10.30am at St Pauls Church

1 Councillor, 2 Officers, 1 resident and a group from the Bishopstoke Players

The Bishopstoke Players wanted to talk about the demolition of the Memorial and the time
frame for a building to replace it. The Clerk and Cllr Thornton spoke to them at length, and
they seemed reassured with what they had been told. The other resident wanted to talk
about faulty street lighting and overgrown pathways. The Admin Officer advised that these
didn’t come under Parish Council control but offered to report the issues and email the
outcome. They were happy with this.

Wednesday 12" March - 6.00pm at the BCA

5 Councillors, 2 Officers, 5 residents

The main focus of the session was to discuss the new Wheels Park. All the residents who
came along wanted to discuss the Wheels Park and were happy with the information they
were given on the project.

Reasons for the Decision:

Background Papers:

N/A

Emma Earl
Administration Officer to Bishopstoke Parish Council
6" May 2025
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