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         BISHOPSTOKE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
held in the Parish Office, Riverside, Bishopstoke 

commencing at 7.30pm on 10 February 2015  
 

    Present:                   Cllrs Cossey (Chairman), Harris and Winstanley; Cllr Parkinson-MacLachlan in                                                               
                            attendance 

                
   In Attendance: Mr P J Storey (Clerk to the Parish Council) 
   Mrs C Taylor (Assistant Clerk)  
      
   Public Session 
 

No members of the public were present. 
 
11.    Apologies 
 
11.1    Cllrs Lyon and Toher. 

 
12.    To Agree the Minutes of the Meeting on 6 January 2015 

 
12.1     Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Cossey, RESOLVED unanimously that the minutes of 

the meeting held on 6 January 2015 be accepted as a true record. 
 
13.       Matters Arising from the above Minutes 
 
13.1 There were no matters arising not dealt with elsewhere in these minutes.  
 
14.         Declarations of Interest and requests for Dispensations 

            
14.1      None declared nor sought. 
 
15. Carnival Working Group’s report  
 
15.1 The Assistant Clerk reported that Cllr Harris had been elected Chairman of the Carnival Working 

Group and Penny Alford Vice-Chairman with six other volunteer members. 
 
16. RFO’s Report, Budget Monitoring and Payments 

 
16.1  A budget monitoring report had been circulated with the agenda papers and was noted.  
 
16.2 The RFO reported that she had switched to on-line billing with BT to reduce costs.   
 
16.3  Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Cossey, RESOLVED unanimously that the non-

confidential payments tabled for January 2015 and invoices received to date be noted.  
 
17.  Financial systems risk assessment 
 
17.1 Regulations required an annual financial systems risk assessment to be completed before the end 

of the financial year to which it relates by the Internal Auditor and any comments or 
recommendations tabled for the attention of Members.  A completed risk assessment signed off 
by the Internal Auditor and the RFO had been circulated with the agenda papers with no 
observations. 

 
17.2 Proposed Cllr Cossey, Seconded Cllr Winstanley, RECOMMENDED  unanimously that the 

annual financial systems risk assessment be adopted.    
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18. Grant Aid application 
 
18.1 A Grant Aid application had been submitted by New Hope Hampshire, a charity set up to relieve 

financial hardship and promote health and social wellbeing by the provision of goods and services  
to those in need.  The request was for £500 to contribute towards the costs of delivering furniture. 

 
18.2 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Harris, RECOMMENDED  unanimously that £500 be 

granted to New Hope Hampshire to help meet transport delivery costs of furniture to the needy. 
 
19. General Power of Competence 
 
19.1 The Localism Act 2011 introduced a Power whereby local councils could perform any legal act 

that individuals could do and thereby removed a number of existing constraints.  To be eligible 
for the Power, the Council had to have a minimum of two thirds of its members elected, and the 
Clerk had to be qualified and have undergone the requisite training.  Bishopstoke Parish Council 
met these requirements and given the additional responsibilities it had assumed in recent years, 
Members considered it appropriate and timely to take advantage of this Power.  The Power has to 
be renewed at each Annual General Meeting of the Council. 

 
19.2 Proposed Cllr Harris, Seconded Cllr Winstanley, RECOMMENDED  unanimously that 

Bishopstoke Parish Council adopts the General Power of Competence. 
 
20. Asset Management Report 
 
20.1 Cemetery and Churchyards.  A total of 18 interments had taken place in the year.  Quotations had 

been received for felling the Beech adjacent to St Mary’s Church which was deemed dangerous; 
the Diocese had raised no objection, a planning application had been submitted to EBC and PCC 
approval was awaited before work could start. 

  
20.2 Allotments.   The Clerk and Assistant Clerk would have their annual meeting with the allotment 

tenants on Saturday 14 March 2015. 
 
20.3 Play areas.   The draft transfer documentation for the Brookfield site remained with EBC Legal 

for review.   
 
21. Byelaws for play areas, public walks and open spaces 
 
21.1 Draft byelaws for play areas, public walks and open spaces had been circulated with the agenda 

papers.  The byelaws covered in detail those activities which could or could not take place in 
those areas of open space, public walks and play areas now owned by the Parish Council.  When 
adopted, they would be displayed on the website, social media outlets and elsewhere. 

 
21.2 Proposed Cllr Harris, Seconded Cllr Winstanley, RECOMMENDED  unanimously that the 

byelaws for play areas, public walks and open spaces owned by Bishopstoke Parish Council be 
adopted.  

 
22. Policy for the removal of unauthorised persons from Parish Council owned land 
 
22.1 Item deferred to a later date. 
 
23. EBC Local Plan submission – review of progress 
 
23.1 Cllr Winstanley briefed on progress to date with the currrent draft EBC Local Plan which the 

Planning Inspector had rejected.  EBC expected to be in receipt of the Inspector’s final report by 
the month end at which point the Borough anticipated querying some of the report content as 
being unsound in general, the provision of affordable housing by the private sector not being 
achievable and, in particular, the apparent lack of land allocated for new housing and the 
delivery record to date of new housing which had been restricted by a lack of suitable tradesmen.    
The Borough, in the meantime, had decided to abandon work on the current draft Plan and draft 
a new Plan covering the period 2011 – 2036.   In doing this, the Borough recognised the on-
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going need for more housing but had determined that a new Plan would be more appropriate in 
which it could detail the necessary supporting infrastructure to make any developments 
sustainable rather than updating the existing draft or relying solely on the National Planning 
Policy Framework.  This was noted.  Much information was on the Borough Council’s website 
and in the Local Plan newsletters. 

 
24. Measures to discourage vehicle parking on Old St Mary’s Churchyard 
 
24.1 Annoyingly, vehicles were parking on the grass verges of the Old St Mary’s Churchyard and 

churning up the grass.  Various deterrents were discussed but options were limited given the 
close proximity of the underground services to the kerbs.  However, the Clerk would make 
contact with Meller House to seek their agreement to a notice inside the building and look to 
installing ‘No Parking’ notices on the lamp posts and some stones along the verge edge to deter. 

Action: Clerk  
 
25. Clerk’s report  
 
25.1  Quality Parish Scheme.  Members noted the cessation of the Quality Parish Scheme wef 31 

January 2015 and its replacement by the Local Council Award Scheme.  However, HALC and 
other organisations had raised a variety of queries on the new scheme which, in their opinion, did 
not do justice to parish councils or add any value to its predecessor.  Members took the Clerk’s 
view that, although he had applied for Foundation Status in the transitional period, the time and 
expense in qualifying for one of the two higher levels of recognition was unlikely to be money 
and effort well spent. 

 
25.2 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Harris, RECOMMENDED  unanimously that 

Bishopstoke Parish Council did not seek higher level membership of the Local Government 
Award Scheme at this time. 

 
25.3 Electronic summons.    Members noted the amendment to the Local Government Act 1972 by 

the Local Government (Electronic Communications)( England) Order 2015/5 which deleted the 
previous need for Members’ summonses to attend meetings to be signed by the Clerk and 
distributed to Members’ addresses by hand or post.  Summonses could now legally be issued 
electronically with a facsimile signature provided Members gave their consent. 

 
25.4 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Cossey, RECOMMENDED  that Members’ 

summonses to meetings be issued electronically under the terms of the amendment to the Local 
Government Act 1972.  

 
25.5 Alan Drayton Way speed limit.    HCC had confirmed that the statutory consultation on the 

reduction of the speed limit along parts of Alan Drayton Way from 40mph to 30mph would be 
concluded by the end of March and subject to the outcome the changes were anticipated to be in 
force by early Summer 2015. 

 
25.6 Riverside railings repair.    All noted that preparatory work had started on the Riverside railings 

repair with road closures and traffic light controls planned to be implemented on 16 February 
2015 and last for up to 16 weeks.  Members expressed their concern at the impact on road users 
and dwelling occupants in those roads which might be thought to provide a diversionary route 
but realised that no practical alternative routes existed.  

 
25.7 The Clerk tabled correspondence between Mike Thornton MP and a constituent who had 

expressed concern at the impact of the railings repairs on spawning fish.  HCC had confirmed 
that various studies into the best time for the work to take place had been undertaken and  
precautionary measures taken to minimise interference but in the end had concluded the resultant 
vibration and disturbance could not be managed to the degree necessary to protect the eggs laid. 

  
26. Date, time and place of next meeting 
 
26.1      The next meeting will be on Tuesday 10 March 2015 at 7.30pm in the Parish Office, Riverside, 

Bishopstoke.   



 4

 
27.         Motion for Confidential Business 

  
27.1 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Harris, RESOLVED unanimously that, in view of the 

confidential nature of the business about to be discussed relating to employees' remuneration, it 
was advisable in the public interest that the public be excluded and for the record the business 
be regarded as confidential. 

 
      28. Consideration of approval for payment of staff hours of work, mileage and out of pocket 

expenses for January 2015 (Confidential Business) 
 
     28.1 Members noted the report tabled by the RFO which is attached to these minutes.             
  
   28.2 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Harris, RESOLVED unanimously that the January 

2015 staff payments be noted as tabled. 
 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the Meeting at 8.25. 
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Resolutions to be noted by the Full Parish Council 
 
12.1        that the minutes of the meeting held on 6 January 2015 be accepted as a true record. 
 
16.3 that the non-confidential payments tabled for January 2015 and invoices received to date be   

noted.  
 
27.1        that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be discussed relating to 

employees' remuneration it was advisable in the public interest that the public be excluded and 
for the record the business be regarded as confidential. 

 
   28.2 that the January 2015 staff payments be noted as tabled. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Recommendations for consideration by the Full Parish Council 

 
17.2    that the annual financial systems risk assessment be adopted.   
 
18.2 that £500 be granted to New Hope Hampshire to help meet transport delivery costs of furniture 

to  the needy. 
 
19.2    that Bishopstoke Parish Council adopts the General Power of Competence. 
 
21.2 that the byelaws for play areas, public walks and open spaces owned by Bishopstoke Parish  

Council be adopted.  
 
25.2  that Bishopstoke Parish Council did not seek higher level membership of the Local Government 

Award Scheme at this time. 
 
25.4 that Members’ summonses to meetings be issued electronically under the terms of the 

amendment to the Local Government Act 1972.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Payments in January 2015 in excess of £500 
published in accordance with the Government’s transparency directive 

 
Staff      Salaries and expenses              1824.54 
HMRC    Tax/NIC                621.06 
HCC     LGPS     517.88 
Green Smile Ltd   Grounds maintenance             3436.53 
PC World    Laptop equipment   649.08   


