
 

 

Initial: ________    Date: __________ 

 

BISHOPSTOKE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 

held in the Parish Office, Riverside, Bishopstoke 

commencing at 7.30pm on 8 May 2018  

 
Present:  Cllrs Thornton (Chair), Brown, Mignot, Parker-Jones, Tidridge, and Toher 

                

In Attendance:  Mr D Hillier-Wheal (Clerk to Bishopstoke Parish Council) 

    Mrs S Thorogood (Assistant Clerk to Bishopstoke Parish Council) 

    Cllrs Daly, Dean and Harris 

    

Public Session  0 members of the public were present 

 

FGP_1819_M02/ 

 

Public Session 

 

14 Apologies for Absence 

   

 14.1 Apologies had been received and accepted from Cllr Winstanley.  

 

15 To accept as a true record, and sign, the Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Meeting 

held on 10 April 2018 

 

 15.1 The draft minutes had been circulated with the supporting papers for this meeting. 

 

 15.2 Proposed Cllr Parker-Jones, Seconded Cllr Toher, RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Finance 

and General Purposes Meeting held on 10 April 2018 be accepted as a true record. 

 

16 To consider Matters Arising from the above Minutes 

 

 16.1 Minute 6.3 – The updated report with details of the Assistant Clerk’s expenses had been sent out 

with the supporting papers for the minutes. 

 

 16.2 Minute 7.1 – The link for contacting Hampshire County Council regarding gritting routes had 

been sent to Councillors, and the Clerk had asked why White Road was part of the route had been 

asked, but no reply had been received to date. 

 

17 Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensation 

 

 17.1 Cllrs Harris and Brown declared an interest in Item 7 on the agenda as members of the 

committee running the Community Centre. 

 

18 To receive reports from Working Groups 

 

 18.1 Cllr Harris reported on behalf of the Carnival Working Group that almost everyone contacted is 

happy with the new route. All documents regarding the route have been passed to the Clerk for 

collation and to pass on to other bodies as necessary. 

 

 18.2 Cllr Tidridge reported that the Communications & Engagement Group had not yet met due to 

diary conflicts, but that it is hoped they would be able to meet soon, and that a newsletter is being put 

together. 
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 18.3 Cllr Toher reported that the Neighbourhood Plan group had not met recently, but that herself 

and Ray Dean of the group were hoping to attend a seminar on the 24th May. 

 

19 To receive the RFO’s Report, and approve Budget Monitoring and Non-Confidential Payments 

Reports for April 2018 

 

 19.1 The budget monitoring and payments reports had been circulated with the supporting papers for 

this meeting and are attached to the minutes. 

 

 19.2 The RFO explained the new format of the budget monitoring report, giving more detail on the 

expenditure of the Council, which was approved of by Councillors. 

 

 19.3 The RFO also informed the committee that the internal auditor had passed the finances of the 

Council with no issues. The new auditors have brought forward the date by which the Council needs to 

approve its return to June 11th. Assuming this is the case going forward then that will allow the 

Council to revert to using the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays in June for its meetings. 

 

 19.4 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Brown, RESOLVED unanimously that the Committee 

approve the RFO, Payment and Budget Monitoring reports for April 2018.  

 

20 To make recommendations on the grant application from the Bishopstoke Community Centre 

 

 20.1 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Parker-Jones, RECOMMENDED (Cllr Brown abstaining) 

that the Parish Council approve a grant of £1,000 to Bishopstoke Community Centre from the 

Community Projects budget. 

 

21 To recommend the Parish Council response to the Government consultation on unauthorised 

developments and encampments. 

 

 21.1 After discussion, the Committee agreed: that the consultation should also have included the 

provision of encampments; that it was the Borough Council – through the Local Plan – that should be 

making the relevant provision; that the fact that small or even single person encampments do exist, 

and this should be recognised, and that homelessness also ought to be considered. 

 

 21.2 The Committee asked the Clerk to determine what the procedure is if anyone approaches 

Eastleigh Borough Council interested in utilising a pitch. 

Action: Clerk 

 

 21.3 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Tidridge, RECOMMENDED that the comments contained 

in Minute 21.1 form the basis of the Parish Council response. 

. 

22 To recommend the Parish Council response to the Southampton Airport Noise Action Plan 

consultation. 

 

 22.1 The Committee agreed that Cllr Toher, as Chair, should write to the Airport to remind them that 

it is their responsibility to ensure the phone number and email address for complaints are widely 

published. 

 

 22.2 The Committee also agreed to defer the final response until the Full Council meeting in May as 

the consultation deadline has been extended. The Committee wished to note concerns regarding air 

quality, expansion leading to more noise and that current development within Bishopstoke is partially 

within the noise contour map and so raises concerns about soundproofing. 

Action: Clerk 
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23 To consider, and recommend approval of, the Annual Governance Statement for the year ended 

31 March 2018  

 

 23.1 Proposed Cllr Thornton, Seconded Cllr Mignot, RECOMMENDED unanimously that the 

Council approve answering “Yes” to boxes 1 to 8 of the Annual Governance Statement 2017/18, and 

“N/A” to box 9. 

 

24 To consider, and recommend approval of, the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 

March 2018 

 

 24.1 Proposed Cllr Mignot, Seconded Cllr Brown, RECOMMENDED unanimously that the 

Council accept the RFOs figures for boxes 1 to 10 of the Accounting Statements 2017/18 and answer 

“No” to box 11. 

 

25 To receive the Clerk’s Report, including an update on Parish Council assets 

 

 25.1 The Clerk reported that work has begun on Sayers Road play area, a week ahead of the original 

schedule. The work has been brought forward to enable the site to open for bank holiday weekend. 

 

 25.2 The allotment site meeting took place towards the end of April. The Clerk reported that the 

attendees were reasonably happy with how things are at the moment, pleased that the cost of an 

allotment was not increasing, but were eager for the baths to be disinfected so that they can start using 

them again. 

 

 25.3 To date there has been 1 reopening in April, and there are 3 interments booked for May. 

 

 25.4 The Clerk reminded the Committee that the next Beat Surgery is due to take place on Friday 

25th May, beginning at 2:30pm in the Parish Office, and then moving to the Memorial Hall when 

convenient. 

 

 25.5 The Committee were concerned with the lack of any work on the site of the Cemetery 

extension, or the new allotments. Concerns were also raised about the effect heavy rain is having in 

washing soil and rubble from the allotment site onto and across the bridleway. There continues to be 

fly-tipping in the new car park. The Committee agreed to keep reporting all their concerns to the 

Borough Council and were reminded that the Parish Council is not obliged to accept the land when it 

is offered to them if it is not considered to be in a suitable state. The Clerk was requested to enquire 

whether a replacement to Dave Bowen at the Borough Council has been appointed. 

Action: Clerk 

 

26 To determine the Parish Council response to the Government consultation on draft revisions to 

the National Planning Policy Framework 

 

 26.1 The Committee agreed that the response of the Council would be to make three points: that all 

Local Plans must be cognisant of any Neighbourhood Plan in the area covered by the Local Plan; that 

there should be a compulsory buffer zone for ancient woodland as recommended by the Woodland 

Trust, and that there should be a mechanism with the NPPF for establishing new green belts. 

 

 26.2 Proposed Cllr Parker-Jones, Seconded Cllr Tidridge, RESOLVED unanimously that the 

Council respond to the consultation as detailed in Minute 26.1 
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27 Date, time, place and agenda items for the next meeting  

 

 27.1 The next meeting is scheduled to be on Tuesday 5 June 2018 at 7:30pm in the Parish Office, 

Riverside, Bishopstoke. 

 

 27.2 Agenda Items for this meeting should be received by the Clerk at least 7 days prior to the 

meeting. 

 

 

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 8.35pm 

 

  



 

 

Chair's Signature: ________________________________________    Date: __________ 

 

 

Clerk's Signature: ________________________________________    Date: __________ 

 

Resolutions to be noted by the Full Parish Council 

 

 15.2 that the Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Meeting held on 10 April 2018 be 

accepted as a true record. 

 

 19.4 that the Committee approve the RFO, Budget Monitoring and Payment reports for April 2018. 

 

 26.2 that the response of the Council would be to make three points: that all Local Plans must be 

cognisant of any Neighbourhood Plan in the area covered by the Local Plan; that there should be a 

compulsory buffer zone for ancient woodland as recommended by the Woodland Trust, and that there 

should be a mechanism with the NPPF for establishing new green belts. 

 

 

Recommendations for consideration by the Full Parish Council 

 

 20.1 that the Parish Council approve a grant of £1,000 to Bishopstoke Community Centre from the 

Community Projects budget. 

 

 21.3 that the Parish Council response to the unauthorised encampment consultation be that the 

consultation should also have included the provision of encampments; that it was the Borough Council 

– through the Local Plan – that should be making the relevant provision; that the fact that small or 

even single person encampments do exist, and this should be recognised, and that homelessness also 

ought to be considered 

 

 23.1 that the Council approve answering “Yes” to boxes 1 to 8 of the Annual Governance Statement 

2017/18, and “N/A” to box 9. 

 

 24.1 that the Council accept the RFOs figures for boxes 1 to 10 of the Accounting Statements 

2017/18 and answer “No” to box 11. 

 

 


