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BISHOPSTOKE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of Bishopstoke Parish Council 

commenced at 7.30pm on Tuesday 24 February 2015 

 in the Parish Office, Riverside, Bishopstoke 

  
Present:  Councillor A Winstanley (Chairman) 

   Councillor A Cossey (para 15 to 22) 

   Councillor P Brown 

   Councillor G Harris 

   Councillor J Harper 

   Councillor M Lyon 

   Councillor T Mignot  

   Councillor C McKeone 

   Councillor V Parkinson-MacLachlan 

   Councillor C Thomas (para 15 to 24.2)     

   Councillor S Toher 

     

 In Attendance:  Mr P J Storey (Clerk to Bishopstoke Parish Council) 

    Mrs C Taylor (Assistant Clerk to Bishopstoke Parish Council)  

       

 Public Session 

 

Chief Inspector David Winter and two PCSOs were present for part of the meeting.  Mr Winter 

explained the reorganisation of the Neighbourhood Policing teams and how Eastleigh District  now 

comprised three areas with Bishopstoke falling into Eastleigh East with Fair Oak and Horton Heath.  

He summarised other areas and roles drawing attention to the relocation of the Police response teams 

to Hedge End, which raised some concern amongst Members regarding the speed of response now 

possible, and the value of community support officers (PCSOs) who were particularly adept at 

communicating with members of the public.  Greater emphasis would now be placed on PCSOs acting 

in the interests of the local community leaving police officers to use their warrant card and effect 

arrests.  He assured Members that every effort would be made to ensure that the Parish obtained value 

for money from the PCSO it part funded especially in the context of a visible presence in the 

community and in victim support.  Comment was also made on the improved Police communication 

systems being rolled out to officers, an increase in plain clothes patrols, the proposed increase use to 

be made of ‘survey monkey’ to identify the local priorities in the eyes of the public and e-mail alerts 

to those who had a need to know.  Finally, Mr Winter confirmed that a police presence would remain 

at Eastleigh Police Station until December 2016.  PCSO Blyth reported low crime levels in the 

community with only a few opportunist burglaries taking place, the advice being to hide valuables 

from sight and not leave doors and windows open in empty properties. 

 

15. Apologies for absence 

 

15.1 Cllrs Roling, Snook and Thornton.  

 

16. Councillors' Questions and Announcements 

 

16.1 Cllr Harris reported that ill heath would result in the BCA secretary stepping down soon which was 

unfortunate and would pose a problem in the running of this community facility. 

 

16.2 Cllr Toher reported that both the chairman and the caretaker of the Memorial Hall were soon stepping 

down which could pose problems in the Hall’s management.  

 

16.3 Cllr Harper reported a tree overhanging the highway at Bracken Crescent; the Clerk would take 

follow-up action. 

Action: Clerk 
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16.4 Cllr McKeone quoted her own difficulty and that of others in getting out of house driveways by car 

because the lines of sight were blocked by parked cars up and down the road.  Parking was 

acknowledged as an increasing problem in Bishopstoke.  EBC were monitoring the matter generally 

and the Chairman reminded those present that the Police could be called if an obstruction was created 

by poor parking.  However, the current parking problem was causing drivers to take more care along 

Church Road and Riverside.   

 

17. Adoption of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 20 January 2015 

 

17.1 Proposed Cllr Harris, Seconded Cllr Parkinson-MacLachlan, RESOLVED with Cllrs Brown, Cossey, 

Harper and Thomas abstaining (absent) that the minutes of the meeting held on 20 January 2015 be 

accepted as a true record. 

 

18. Matters Arising 

 

18.1 Para 2.5    Dropped kerb parking.  EBC would consider painting white lines on the road surface near 

to dropped kerbs to restrict parking thereby enabling dropped kerb users to make use of the facility. 

 

18.2 Para 12.1   Stones were being installed along the edge of Oakbank Road to deter drivers from parking 

and turning on the Old St Mary’s Cemetery grassed areas. 

 

19. Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensation 

 

19.1 None declared or sought. 

 

20. Correspondence 

 

20.1 The Clerk drew Members’ attention to a letter complaining how difficult it was to park a car outside 

the doctor’s surgery on Riverside to which he would reply. 

 

21. Report on Planning Committee Meetings of 20 January and 10 February 2015 - to note    

Resolutions and to determine any Recommendations 

 

21.1 Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 20 January and 10 February 2015 had been 

circulated with the agenda papers.     

 

21.2 Proposed Cllr McKeone, Seconded Cllr Harris, RESOLVED unanimously that the minutes of the 

meetings held on 20 January and 10 February 2015 be received and accepted. 

 

22. Report on Finance and General Purposes Committee Meeting of 10 February 2015 – to note 

Resolutions and to determine Recommendations 

 

22.1 Minutes of the F&GP Committee meetings held on 10 February 2015 had been circulated with the 

agenda papers.   

 

22.2 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Mignot, RESOLVED unanimously that the resolutions of 

the meetings held on 10 February 2015 be received and accepted. 

 

22.3 Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Mignot, RESOLVED unanimously that the 

recommendations to adopt the Annual Financial Risk Assessment, to grant £500 to New Hope 

Hampshire to help meet transport delivery costs of furniture to the needy, to adopt the General Power 

of Competence, to not seek higher level membership of the Local Government Award Scheme at this 

time and that Members’ summonses to meetings be issued electronically under the terms of the 

amendment to the Local Government Act 1972, be approved.  The recommendation to adopt the draft 

Byelaws was referred back to the F&GP committee for minor amendment. 

Action: Clerk 

 

Cllr Cossey left the meeting at this point 
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23. To receive the RFO’s Report and approve the January 2015 Statement of Account 

  

23.1 The Statement of Account and Payments Schedule for January 2015 had been circulated with the 

agenda papers. 

 

23.2 Proposed Cllr Toher, Seconded Cllr Winstanley, RESOLVED unanimously that payments for January 

2015 be authorised as per the tabled Schedule. 

 

24. To receive reports from County, Borough and Parish Councillors 

 

24.1 Cllr Parkinson-MacLachlan commented, and others agreed, that the professional training recently 

completed by many Members with HALC had been very useful. 

 

24.2 Cllr Lyon, in his capacity as a county councillor, queried the need for more housing in the Eastleigh 

area especially as the current infrastructure would be unable to cope and sought Members’ support for 

making this a priority query.  The Chairman emphasised that the need was Government driven and 

beyond the scope of EBC to amend.  There were also numerous examples of younger members of 

families in our area unable to get on the housing ladder or find rented accommodation because of its 

non-existence.  She further commented that the only way to obtain more funding for infrastructure was 

by more house building and, although accepting Cllr Lyon’s contention that we were moving more 

towards rented accommodation, could not accept that we should downscale the number of dwellings 

to reduce the infrastructure requirements to a level which was more affordable.  Cllr Thomas 

emphasised the demand for more homes for people who lived here.  No further action was thought 

necessary until the EBC consultation started on the need as identified in the revised Local Plan when 

the Parish would be consulted. 

 

Cllr Thomas left the meeting at this point 

 

24.3 Cllr Toher reported that she and the Clerk had attended a HALC seminar on Neighbourhood Planning.   

When adopted, such plans became statutory planning documents and as such gave the community an 

important say in local development.   This subject would be tabled at the next F&GP Committee 

meeting for in-depth discussion given earlier agreement to produce a Plan. 

Action: Clerk 

 

24.4 Cllr Brown reported on the recent Twynam’s Board of Trustees’ meeting at which the Charity’s weak 

financial state had been discussed at length; ways of improving this were currently under 

consideration. 

 

24.5 Cllr Harris commented that a hearing loop in the BCA was becoming a necessity; that a route review 

by operators using Southampton Airport could result in additional flights at certain times; that the 

unpopular Trilander aircraft was being phased out; and that the Carnival Working Group was currently 

concentrating on filling key positions as part of its planning for this year’s event. 

 

25. Clerk’s Monthly Report 

 

25.1 Drain clearance.    The Clerk notified changes to the dates drain clearance work would be undertaken 

by HCC; Montague Road, Portal Road and Scotter Road were due to be cleaned on 25 February but 

Hamilton Road had been deferred until 20 March 2015. 

 

25.2 One Community garden share scheme.    Leaflets and posters were now on display advertising the One 

Community garden share scheme.  Further information was available on their website: 

www.1community.org.uk or on 02380 902400 or e-mail info@1community.org.uk 

 

26. February 2015 press release 

 

26.1 It was agreed that mention would be made of the New Hope grant, Community Speedwatch, the 

Annual Assembly, change of name for the Safer Neighbourhood Teams and the Carnival. 

Action: Clerk  
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27. Date, Time and Place of Next Meeting  

 

27.1 The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Tuesday 24 March 2015 at 7.30pm in the Parish 

Office, Riverside, Bishopstoke.     

 

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.35pm. 


