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Minutes of a Meeting of the Bishopstoke Parish Council 

held online commencing at 7.30pm on 26 January 2021 
 

Present:  Councillor Geoff Harris (Vice Chair, Acting as Chair for this meeting) 

  Councillor Peter Brown 

  Councillor Andrew Daly 

  Councillor Anne Dean 

  Councillor Johanna Francis 

  Councillor Chris Greenwood 

  Councillor Trevor Mignot 

  Councillor Andy Moore 

  Councillor Lou Parker-Jones 

  Councillor Mike Thornton 

  Councillor Gin Tidridge 

  Councillor Anne Winstanley 

   

In Attendance:  Mr David Wheal (Clerk to Bishopstoke Parish Council) 

    Mrs Sophie Thorogood (RFO to Bishopstoke Parish Council) 

    Mrs Jen Wilkie (Cemeteries Officer to Bishopstoke Parish Council) 

      

Public Session 0 members of the public were present. 

 

FULL_2021_M04/ 

 

Public Session 

 

 Cllr Harris, acting as Chair, welcomed those present and wished everyone a happy New Year. 

 

74 Apologies for Absence 

 

 74.1 Apologies had been received and accepted from Cllrs Roling and Toher. 

 

75 Councillors’ Questions 

 

 75.1  Cllr Thornton asked, in light of the discussion at Planning regarding applications along Burnetts 

Lane, whether it would be possible to have a joint meeting with Fair Oak Parish Council to discuss 

those applications. The Clerk was requested to investigate the possibility. 

Action: Clerk 

 

76 To adopt and sign Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 24 November 2020 

 

 76.1  The minutes of the above meeting had been circulated with the supporting documents for this 

meeting.  

 

 76.2 Proposed Cllr Moore, Seconded Cllr Greenwood, RESOLVED, with Cllr Parker-Jones absent 

due to not attending the meeting, that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 24 November 

2020 be adopted as a true record. 
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77 To consider Matters Arising from the above Minutes  

 

 77.1 There were no matters arising. 

 

78 Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations 

 

 78.1 There were no declarations or requests made. 

 

79 Reports from Committees – to note resolutions and to determine recommendations 

 

 79.1 All relevant minutes had been circulated with the supporting documents for this meeting and 

were noted. 

 

 79.2 The resolutions of the Planning Committee meetings on 24 November, 8 December and 5 

January; the Finance & General Committee meeting on 8 December and 12 January and the Buildings 

Committee meetings on 1 December, 5 January and 12 January were noted. 

 

 79.3 Proposed Cllr Parker-Jones, Seconded Cllr Moore, RESOLVED unanimously that the 

Bishopstoke Evangelical Church receive a grant of £2,000 towards upgrading the fire safety 

equipment. 

 

 79.4 Proposed Cllr Greenwood, Seconded Cllr Parker-Jones, RESOLVED unanimously that the 

Bishopstoke Methodist Church receive a grant of £1,120 towards redecorating the main Church Hall. 

 

 Clerk’s note – due to a mistake in typing the Council actually voted a grant of £1,200 for the 

Methodist Church but as the original request and recommendation were for £1,120 this will be the 

actual grant awarded. 

 

 79.5 After discussion the Council agreed to an amended version of the Buildings Committee 

recommendation on play areas, giving the Committee more leeway in the selection of fencing for play 

areas. 

 

 79.6 Proposed Cllr Thornton, Seconded Cllr Winstanley, RESOLVED that all play areas should, 

where appropriate, have standard, hooped, play area fencing which can then have enhancements added 

later and, where not appropriate the Committee can decide upon a different style to suit the play area. 

 

80 Reports from Working Groups – to note, and to determine recommendations 

 

 80.1 Cllr Harris informed the Council on behalf of the Carnival Group that any prospect of an event 

in May had been abandoned, but that it was still hoped there would be an event in September, even if 

of a smaller scale. 

 

 80.2 The Cemeteries Working Group had requested the Council come to a policy decision on the 

possible waiving of fees for new burial grant and memorial applications in respect of those under 18 

who had been interred prior to the change in law and the introduction of the Children’s Funeral Fund. 

The discussion covered the potential number of people this might affect, the impact on those who had 

previously paid fees in similar circumstances, and the question of what policy should be in place 

where the application was not for a new memorial but for an amendment to an inscription. Cllr Moore 

declared an interest at this point due to potentially being in the circumstances being discussed. 

 

 80.3 Proposed Cllr Thornton, Seconded Cllr Parker-Jones, RESOLVED that in the event that the 

Council is approached for a new Burial Grant or Memorial application in respect of someone under 

eighteen who had been interred prior to the introduction of the Children’s Funeral Fund, then the 

Parish Council will waive the fees. 
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 80.4 The Cemeteries Officer was requested to add discussion of what to do in the event that the 

request is to amend or replace a memorial rather than for a new memorial to the next Cemeteries 

Working Group agenda. 

Action: Cemeteries Officer 

 

81 To note the RFO’s Report, and to approve the Statements of Account to 31 December 2020 

 

 81.1 The RFO reported that there was nothing new to report since the Finance & General Purposes 

meeting of 12th January. 

 

 81.2 Proposed Cllr Moore, Seconded Cllr Greenwood, RESOLVED unanimously to approve the 

Statements of Accounts to 31 December 2020. 

 

82 To approve the expenditure budget for 2021-22 

 

 82.1  Proposed Cllr Winstanley, Seconded Cllr Harris, RESOLVED unanimously to approve the 

expenditure budget for 2021-22. 

 

83 To approve funding for the expenditure budget for 2021-22, including the precept request 

 

 83.1 Proposed Cllr Moore, Seconded Cllr Parker-Jones, RESOLVED unanimously that the 

Bishopstoke Parish Council portion of Council Tax (for a Band D household) remain fixed at £65.32 

and that the precept request from the Borough Council be £231,399.37 with all other funding coming 

from income and reserves. 

 

84 To discuss, amend and adopt the Grievance Policy and Discipline Policy (Cllr Toher) 

 

 84.1 The Clerk noted that the policies mention various panels which are not defined within the 

policy. This was due to the fluctuating nature of the Human Resources group and the possibility that 

any grievance or discipline incident could involve any of the Officers or Councillors. The Clerk felt 

that the best course of action would be to appoint the panels at the time. 

 

 84.2 After discussion the Council agreed to request the Clerk to add a clause to each policy 

indicating that panels would be appointed as necessary and then bring the policies back before Council 

at the next meeting. 

Action: Clerk 

 

85 To make decisions regarding potential use of CCTV in Bishopstoke (Cllr Harris) 

 

 85.1 The Clerk summarised the report that had been prepared on CCTV for the Council. 

 

 85.2 After discussion the Council agreed that there were circumstances in which the Council would 

use CCTV and that the residents of Bishopstoke should be consulted first to determine whether they 

support CCTV or not and secondly if the Council deems it necessary for a particular location that is 

being considered. 

 

86 To discuss and decide upon recommendations regarding the Buildings Committee Terms of 

Reference, name and membership 

 

 86.1 Due to the length of the meeting Cllr Winstanley proposed deferring this item until the next 

meeting. This was agreed. 

 

  



 

 

 

Chair's Signature: ____________________

 

 

Clerk's Signature: ________________________________________    Date: __________ 

 

 

 

87 To note reports from County, Borough and Parish Councillors on matters of interest 

  

 87.1  Cllrs Winstanley, Thornton, and Tidridge had all circulated written reports for the Council. 

These are included as Appendix B in the minutes.  

 

 87.2 Cllr Parker-Jones informed the Council that there had been few meetings over the Christmas 

period but there were several expected in the coming weeks. 

 

88 To receive the Clerk’s Monthly Report 

 

 88.1  The Clerk’s report had been circulated prior to this meeting, was taken as read, and is included 

in these minutes as Appendix C. 

 

 88.2 The Clerk added that the Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath Local Area Committee was 

meeting the following evening and that, as noted in a previous email, discussion of the potential use of 

developer funds within Bishopstoke would take place. The Clerk reminded Councillors that they 

needed to get any suggestions for projects to either himself or one of the Borough Councillors by 5pm 

on Wednesday 27th January.  

 

89 To consider content for the January 2021 Press Release 

 

 89.1 It was agreed that the press release would include: details of the grants to the Methodist Church 

and the Evangelical Church; the budget and Council Tax, the Christmas vouchers for free school meal 

children and the Christmas tree trail. 

 

90 Date, time, place and agenda items for next meeting 

 

 90.1 The next meeting will be on Tuesday 26 January 2021, at 7:30pm online. Any agenda items 

should be with the Clerk by the Monday of the preceding week. 

 

91 Motion for confidential business 

 

 91.1 Proposed Cllr Harris, Seconded Cllr Greenwood, RESOLVED unanimously that in view of the 

confidential nature of the business about to be discussed, it is advisable in the public interest that the 

public be excluded and for the record the business be regarded as confidential. 

 

92 To approve staff working hours 

 

 92.1 Proposed Cllr Moore, Seconded Cllr Parker-Jones, RESOLVED unanimously that the Council 

accept the proposal regarding staff working hours. 

 

 

 

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 9:45pm 


